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OPI NI ON No. 4/1998 (MALDI VES)

Communi cation addressed to the Governnent on 1 October 1997

Concerning: W Mi De

The State is not a party to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights

1. The Working Group on Arbitrary Detention was established pursuant to
resolution 1991/42 of the Comm ssion on Human Rights. The nmandate of the
Working Group was clarified and extended pursuant to resol ution 1997/50.
Acting in accordance with its nmethods of work, the Wirking G oup forwarded to
the Governnent the above-nentioned conmuni cati on

2. The Working Group regrets that the Governnent has not replied within
the 90-day deadl i ne.

3. (Sanme text as paragraph 3 of Opinion 1/1998.)
4, In the light of the allegations made, the Working Goup woul d have
wel coned the cooperation of the Government. |In the absence of any information

fromthe Governnment, the Working Group believes that it is in a position to
render an opinion on the facts and circunstances of the case, especially since
the facts and all egations contained in the conmmuni cati on have not been
chal | enged by the Governnent.

5. According to the communi cati on, Wi Mei De, a Chinese national, was
arrested at the begi nning of Novermber 1993 and has since been detained at
Gaamadhoo prison w thout charge or trial. The source reports that his arrest
m ght be linked to a court case in the Maldives in which Wi Mei De was suing a
Mal di vi an national on grounds of alleged irregularities in a business
partnership. Al though taking no position with regard to the above-nenti oned
civil case, the source fears that, since the case reportedly started in
Septenber 1993, Wi Mei De's arrest about a nonth |ater and his reported

prol onged detention wi thout charge mght inply the potential for officia
connivance in attenpts by his business partner to prevent himfrom pursuing

t he court case.

6. In the absence of a reply fromthe Government and taking into account
the allegations as submtted, the Wirking Goups notes that the
above-nenti oned person was arrested in early Novenber 1993 and has been held
in custody ever since, without charges or trial. For the Wrking Goup his
detention is in contravention of articles 9 and 10 of the Universa

Decl arati on of Human Rights and of principles 2, 4, 9, 10, 11 and 13 of the
Body of Principles; for the Wirking G oup, these are violations of

i nternational norns relating to the right to a fair trial of such gravity as
to confer an arbitrary character upon the deprivation of the liberty of

Wi Mei De.

7. In the light of the foregoing, the Wrking Goup renders the follow ng
opi ni on:
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The deprivation of the liberty of Wo Mei De is arbitrary, as being in
contravention of articles 9 and 10 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Ri ghts and of principles 2, 4, 9, 10, 11 and 13 of the Body of
Principles for the Protection of All Persons under Any Form of Detention
or Inprisonment, and falls within Category Il of the categories
applicable to the consideration of cases submtted to the Wrking G oup

8. Consequent upon the opinion rendered, the Wrking Goup requests the
Gover nnment :

(a) To take the necessary steps to renedy the situation and to bring
it into conformty with the standards and principles set forth in the
Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts;

(b) To take appropriate initiatives with a view to becoming a State
party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

Adopted on 14 May 1998.
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