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OPI NI ON No. 3/1997 (KUWAIT)

Comuni cation addressed to the Governnment on 2 August 1996.

Concerni ng: | ssam Mohanmed Sal eh al Adwan

The State of Kuwait is a party to the International Covenant on G vi
and Political Rights.

1. The Working G oup on Arbitrary Detention was established by

resol ution 1991/42 of the Commi ssion on Human Rights. The mandate of the
Wor ki ng Group was clarified and extended by resol ution 1997/50. Acting in
accordance with its nethods of work, the Wirking G oup forwarded to the
Governnment the above-nenti oned conmuni cati on

2. The Working Group conveys its appreciation to the Government for having
forwarded the requisite information in good tine.

3. (Sane text as paragraph 3 of Opinion No. 1/1997.)

4. In the light of the allegations nade the Working G oup wel cones the
cooperation of the CGovernnent. The Wrking Goup transmtted the reply

provi ded by the Governnent to the source but, to date, the latter has not

provi ded the Working Group with its comrents. The Wirking G oup believes that
it isin a position to render an opinion on the facts and circunstances of the
cases, in the context of the allegations nade and the response of the

Gover nment t hereto.

5. According to the comruni cation submtted by the source, a summary of

whi ch was forwarded to the Governnent, |ssam Mohammed Sal eh Al Adwan, aged 19
at the tinme of his arrest, was reportedly arrested when a patrol of Kuwait
mlitary intelligence agents broke into his father's home during the night

of 9 May 1991, threatened himat gun point and took himaway. The nenbers of
the patrol that arrested Issamwere identified as follows: Farid Al awad
(conmmander of the patrol), Khalid Alajam, Khalid al Haddad and Abbas Gol omm
The source alleges that Issam Al Adwan remains in detention w thout charge in
an unidentified State Security Intelligence jail (possibly Talha prison) and
that his father's nunerous appeals to the Kuwaiti authorities for his rel ease
during the past four years have renmi ned unanswered. The source reports that
a photo of Issam Al Adwan was shown to PLO nenbers who had been inprisoned in
Kuwait and were | ater released, and all of themconfirmed that |Issam Al Adwan
had been with themin jail, but that he was |later transferred to another jail
It has been further alleged that the high ranking governnent authorities
approached by Al Adwan's father in the course of his attenpts to |ocate the
pl ace of his son's detention, intentionally provided himw th m sl eadi ng and
i nconsi stent information

6. Inits reply of 9 October 1996, the CGovernnment asserts that it has no
know edge of Issam Al Adwan's presence in a Kuwaiti prison. It reasserts its
decision to facilitate visits to Kuwaiti prisons by any representative of the
Centre for Human Rights or the International Comrittee of the Red Cross

(I CRC), unconditionally and without need for prior authorization of such a
visit. The Governnment infornms the Wrking Goup that proceedi ngs were
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instituted against the patrol following a conplaint by M. Salah Ahned Sal eh
I ssam Al Adwan's uncle and a Jordanian citizen, who contacted the

authorities at mdnight on 9 May 1991 after being told of the incident by
Ms. Safiya Hussein Ibrahim Issam Al Adwan's not her, who was present when he
was arrested. The investigation yielded no positive conclusions, the
perpetrators of the abduction were not identified and the case was
provisionally filed on 27 Septenber 1991 and cl osed on 21 March 1994.

7. After having exam ned both the allegations by the source and the
Governnment's reply, and noting that the source has sent no observations in
response, the Working Group considers that it does not possess sufficiently
preci se and consistent information to render an opinion on the case.

8. In view of the foregoing, the Wrking Goup decides to close the case
and to transmt the file to the Working G oup on Enforced or Involuntary
Di sappear ances.

Adopted on 14 May 1997
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