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DECI S| ON No. 43/1996 ( PERU)

Communi cation addressed to the Governnent of Peru on
29 February 1996.

Concerning: Sybila Arredondo CGuevara, on the one hand, and the
Republ i ¢ of Peru, on the other

1. The Working G oup on Arbitrary Detention, in accordance with the revised
met hods of work adopted by it and in order to carry out its task with

di scretion, objectivity and i ndependence, forwarded to the Governnent
concerned the above-nenti oned conmuni cation received by it and found to be

adm ssible, in respect of allegations of arbitrary detention reported to have
occurr ed.

2. The Working Group notes with appreciation the information forwarded by
the Governnent concerned in respect of the case in question within 90 days of
the transmttal of the letter by the Wrking G oup

3. (Sane text as paragraph 3 of Decision No. 37/1996.)

4, In the light of the allegations nmade, the Wirking G oup wel cones the
cooperation of the Covernnent of Peru. The Wrking Goup believes that it is
in a position to take a decision on the facts and circunstances of the case.

5. Thi s case, described bel ow, was presented to the Wrking G oup as
follows: Sybila Arredondo Guevara, an anthropol ogi st of dual Chilean and
Peruvi an nationality, born in 1935, was allegedly detained in 1983 in Linm and
accused of collaboration with Sendero Lum noso, terrorism assisting Sendero
Lum noso and financi ng subversive activities. M. Arredondo was all egedly
sentenced to 12 years' inprisonnment; the judges who tried her case, as well as
t he prosecutor, were hooded; the prison terns to which she was sentenced were
to be served consecutively and no rel ease date was fixed. The Goup was al so
informed that Ms. Arredondo has been cleared of two of the three | ega
proceedi ngs still pending. According to the source, Ms. Arredondo is detained
in extrenely harsh conditions in the wonen's prison “Penal de Santa Mnica” in
Chorrillos, Lima, and her state of health is a source of considerable concern

6. Havi ng been consulted, the Governnent informs the G oup that

Matilde Maria Sybila Arredondo's state of health is nornmal. This is the

concl usion reached by Dr. Aldo Porma Torres, the forensic physician who visited
her in the conmpany of Dr. Ana Maria Cal der6n Boy, Provincial Prosecutor of the
30th Provincial Criminal Prosecution Ofice of Lima, on 23 August 1996.

7. The Working Group has received an invitation fromthe Government of Peru

to visit the country. This visit is of vital inportance for the adoption of a
decision in this case, since it will be possible to evaluate the functioning
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of the so-called “faceless” tribunals and the guarantees of due process which
m ght have been viol ated, even if the explanations provided by the Governnent
are valid.

8. As on previous occasions, the G-oup decides to | eave the decision on
this case pending until after its visit to Peru, which will provide it with
the necessary background information, in accordance with its methods of work.

9. In the light of the above, the Whrking G oup decides to keep the case
pending until it has carried out its planned visit to the Republic of Peru.

Adopted on 3 Decenber 1996.
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