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DECI SI ON No. 49/1992 (LAO PEOPLE S DEMOCRATI C REPUBLI C)

Conmuni cati on addressed to the Governnment of the Lao People's
Denocratic Republic on 3 February 1992.

Concerning: Patrick Khamphan Pradith on the one hand and the
Lao People's Denocratic Republic on the other

1. The Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, in accordance with the nethods
of work adopted by it (E/ CN 4/1992/20, chapter Il), and in order to carry out
its task with discretion, objectivity and i ndependence, forwarded to the

Cover nment concerned the above-nenti oned comuni cati on received by it and
found to be adm ssible, in respect of allegations of arbitrary detention
reported to have occurred.

2. The Working Group notes with concern that to date no informati on has been
forwarded by the Government concerned in respect of the case in question

Wth the expiration of nmore than ninety (90) days fromthe transnittal of the
case by the Working Goup it is left with no option but to proceed to render
its decision in respect of the case of alleged arbitrary detention brought to
its know edge.

3. (Sane as in Decision No. 1/1992.)

Downloaded from worldcourts.com. Use is subject to terms and conditions. See worldcourts.com/terms.htm



E/ CN. 4/ 1993/ 24

page 93
4. In the light of the allegations made, the Wrking G oup woul d have
wel coned the cooperation of the Lao Governnent. In the absence of any

i nformati on fromthe Governnment, the Wrking Goup believes that it isin a
position to take a decision on the facts and circunstances of the case,
especially since the facts and all egati ons contained i n the communi cati on have
not been chal | enged by the Governnent.

5. It is alleged in the comunication fromthe source that

Patrick Khanphan Pradith, born in 1934, Vice-Governor of the province of

Luang Prabang under the former Royal Government of National Unity, was
arrested in 1975, followi ng the establishnent of the Lao People's Denpcratic
Republic. It is alleged that, at that time, the new Governnment announced that
all civilian officials and mlitary personnel who had worked for the forner
CGovernment should attend political re-education classes if they wi shed to be
enpl oyed by the new Governnment. Reportedly, nost officials attended of their
own free will, but those who did not were arrested. According to the source,
it is not known whether Patrick Khanphan Pradith attended of his own accord or
whet her he was arrested. Patrick Khanphan Pradith is said to have been
det ai ned since 1975 wi thout charge or trial in 12 re-education canps or
prisons. He is said to be currently held in the re-education canp at Soppane,
provi nce of Houa Phan, where, according to the source, prisoners are given
perm ssion to go out during the day and to travel within the province.

6. It is clear fromthe facts as reported that Patrick Khanphan Pradith has
been held in detention since 1975 w thout charge or trial, solely for the
purpose of political re-education, follow ng the establishnent of the

Lao People's Denocratic Republic; that, in principle, the basic aimof such
political re-education is to induce the person who undergoes it to change

vi ews; and that, because of the objectives it pursues, it thus appears to be
contrary to the right guaranteed by article 19 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and by articles 18 (2) and 19 of the International Covenant on
Cvil and Political Rights. It should also be noted that the Wrking G oup
sent a nmessage to the Government concerning Patrick Khanphan Pradith, urgently
appealing to the Governnent to ensure that M. Khanphan Pradith receives the
necessary nedi cal care and to guarantee his right to physical integrity. The
CGovernment has not responded to this appeal

7. In the light of the above, the Wrking Goup decides:

The detention of Patrick Khanphan is declared to be arbitrary,
being in contravention of article 19 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and articles 18 (2) and 19 of the International Covenant on
Cvil and Political Rights and falling within category Il of the
principles applicable in the consideration of the cases subnmitted to the
Wor ki ng G oup.

8. Consequent upon the decision of the Wrking Group declaring the detention
of Patrick Khanphan Pradith to be arbitrary, the Wrking G oup requests the
Government of the Lao People's Denocratic Republic to take the necessary steps
to remedy the situation in order to bring it into conformty with the norns
and principles incorporated in the Universal Declaration of Human R ghts and
in the International Covenant on Cvil and Political R ghts.
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