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1. On 14 April 2014, counsel for Mr. Assad Hassan Sabra requested the Trial Chamber to issue a 

finding of non-compliance with the Trial Chamber's two orders of 31 January 2014 directed to 

Lebanon. 1 In its response to this motion, the Prosecution referred to two confidential and ex parte 

decisions of the Trial Chamber and the Pre-Trial Judge. These are, respectively, 'Decision on the 

Confidential and Ex Parte Prosecution's Request for a Judicial Finding that the Lebanese Authorities 

have Failed to Comply with the Arrest Warrants pursuant to Rule 20 (C)' issued by the Trial 

Chamber on 2 November 2011, and 'Decision on the Confidential and Ex Parte Prosecution's 

Request for a Judicial Finding that the Lebanese Authorities have Failed to Comply with the Arrest 

Warrants pursuant to Rule 20 (C) of the Rules' issued by the Pre-Trial Judge on 22 December 2011.2 

2. Counsel for Mr. Sabra subsequently requested access to or reclassification of these decisions.3 

The Prosecution,4 at the Trial Chamber's request,5 submitted proposed redactions to the two 

decisions with a view to their reclassification. 

3. In respect of the redactions proposed to its decision of 2 November 2011, the Trial Chamber 

considers that certain limited redactions-specified in the annex to this decision-remain necessary 

to avoid jeopardising Lebanon's ongoing cooperation with the Special Tribunal. The Trial Chamber 

accordingly authorises reclassifying the decision as confidential, but with those limited redactions. 

4. The redactions proposed by the Prosecution to the Pre-Trial Judge's decision of 22 November 

2011 refer to efforts made by the Lebanese authorities in July and August 2011 to enforce the 

warrants of arrest issued by the Pre-Trial Judge on 8 July 2011. The proposed redactions do not refer 

either to investigative steps taken by the Prosecution or its communications with the Lebanese 

authorities. The Trial Chamber considers that the previous justifications for classifying this decision 

as ex parte no longer exist; thus the Prosecution's proposed redactions are unnecessary. The Trial 

Chamber has consulted the Pre-Trial Judge and he does not oppose reclassifying it as confidential 

and without redactions. This decision should therefore be reclassified as confidential without the 

Prosecution's proposed redactions. 

1 STL, Prosecutor v. Ayyash, Badreddine, Oneissi, and Sabra, Decision on Second and Fifth Motions by counsel for 
Assad Hassan Sabra and two orders to Lebanon to cooperate with the Tribunal, 31 January 2014; Consolidated request 
for finding of non-compliance, 14 April 2014. 
2 Prosecution Response to the Sabra Defence's Consolidated Request for Finding of Non-Compliance, 29 April 2014, 
paras 6-7, 11. 
3 Email from counsel for Mr. Sabra to Trial Chamber's Legal Officer, 13 May 2014. 
4 Prosecution submission on the reclassification of two decisions, 30 May 2014. The public redacted version of this filing 
was filed simultaneously. 
5 Email from Trial Chamber's Legal Officer to counsel for Mr. Sabra and Office of the Prosecutor, 27 May 2014. 
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5. The Trial Chamber reiterates its desire to respect the principle of the public nature of the 

proceedings. However, consistent with the Special Tribunal's mandate, it must balance this with 

ensuring the confidentiality of certain information. The two decisions should not yet be reclassified 

as public because the reason for their classification as confidential-namely, certain ongoing actions 

by Lebanese law enforcement personnel-still exist. 

FOR THESE REASONS, the Trial Chamber: 

ORDERS the Registry to reclassify as confidential: 

(l) The redacted 'Decision on the Confidential and Ex Parle Prosecution's Request for a Judicial 

Finding that the Lebanese Authorities have Failed to Comply with the Arrest Warrants 

pursuant to Rule 20 (C)', 2 November 2011, as annexed, and 

(2) 'Decision on the Confidential and Ex Parle Prosecution's Request for a Judicial Finding that 

the Lebanese Authorities have Failed to Comply with the Arrest Warrants pursuant to Rule 

20 (C) of the Rules' , 22 December 2011. 

Done in Arabic, English, and French, the English version being authoritative. 

Leidschendam, 
The Netherlands 
20 June 2014 

Judge David Re, Presiding 

Judge Janet Nosworthy Judge Micheline Braidy 
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