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1. The Trial Chamber has scheduled a status conference for Thursday, 10 April 2014 at 14:15 

with the following agenda: 

1. Preparation of counsel for Mr. Hassan Habib Merhi for the resumption of trial including 

filing of their defence pre-trial brief and the date ofresumption of the trial; 

11. Submissions on the deadline for counsel for Mr. Merhi to file any notice under Rule 161 

(B) of the Rules of Procedure and Evidence; 

111. Co-operation of Lebanon with the Special Tribunal; and 

1v. Any pending motions. 

Reconsideration or variation of judicial case management timetables 

2. In an eleven page motion, counsel for Mr. Merhi have requested the Trial Chamber to clarify 

the procedures for suspending the deadline of 4 April 2014 for submissions requesting the exclusion 

of evidence ruled admissible in the case of Prosecutor v. Salim Jamil Ayyash, Mustafa Amine 

Badreddine, Hassan Habib Merhi, Hussein Hassan Oneissi, and Assad Hassan Sabra before its 

joinder on 11 February 2014. 1 They also seek a further suspension beyond the deadline and an order 

that they not file these submissions until after filing their defence pre-trial brief. 

3. In a decision on 31 March 2014,2 the Trial Chamber provided extensive reasons for its 

decision varying the original deadline from 14 March 2014 to 4 April 2014, in light of the Special 

Tribunal's case-law.3 This should answer the question posed in the motion, but, if necessary, the 

issue can be further discussed at the status conference. 

1 STL-11-01/T/TC, Prosecutor v. Salim Jamil Ayyash, Mustafa Amine Badreddine, Hassan Habib Merhi, Hussein 
Hassan Oneissi, and Assad Hassan Sabra, Requete de la Defense de Merhi en clarification de la procedure et en 
reexamen des decisions sur la preuve admise dans l'affaire Ayyash avant lajonction, 21 March 2014. 
2 STL-11-01 /T /TC, Reasons for Decision on Reconsideration or Certification of the Deadline for Certain Evidentiary 
Motions (Merhi), 31 March 2014. 
3 For example: Reasons for Decision on Reconsideration or Certification of the Deadline for Certain Evidentiary Motions 
(Merhi); STL-ll-0l/PT/AC/Rl76bis, Decision on Defence Requests for Reconsideration of the Appeals Chamber's 
Decision of 16 February 2011, 18 July 2012; STL-11-01/PT/TC, Decision on Reconsideration of the Trial in Absentia 
Decision, 11 July 2012. 
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Filing of Rule 161 (B) notices in relation to the Prosecution's expert witnesses 

4. Counsel for Mr. Merhi have also requested the suspension of the deadline of 4 April 2014 for 

filing their Rule 161 (B) notice in response to the Prosecution's list of proposed expert witnesses,4 

including an order that they need not respond until after filing their defence pre-trial brief. 

5. A Rule 161 (B) notice requires a Party to inform the Trial Chamber and opposing Party if it 

accepts an expert witness statement, wishes to cross-examine the expert or challenges the expert's 

qualifications or the statement's relevance. The Trial Chamber partly grants the motion and 

suspends the deadline of 4 April 2014 in respect of counsel for Mr Merhi. No order is yet made 

in respect of the filing of their pre-trial brief. A revised timetable will be considered at the status 

conference. 

Done in Arabic, English, and French, the English version being authoritative. 

Leidschendam, 
The Netherlands 
1 April 2014 

Judge David Re, Presiding 

Jmfo-~ J~n~t Nosworthv Jud12:e Micheline Braidv r 
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