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THIS TRIAL CHAMBER of the International Tribunal for the Prosecution of Persons 

Responsible for Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law Committed in the 

Territory of the former Yugoslavia since 1991 (“Tribunal”) is seised of a request from the 

General Secretariat of the Council of the European Union (“EU”), filed confidentially on 11 

November 2010 (“Request”), and hereby renders its decision thereon. 

1. The Trial Chamber is currently seised of the “Motion for Binding Order: European 

Union”, filed by the Accused on 19 October 2010 (“Motion”) whereby the Accused requests the 

Trial Chamber to issue a binding order pursuant to Article 29 of the Statute of the Tribunal and 

Rule 54 bis of the Rules of Procedure and Evidence of the Tribunal (“Rules”) requiring the 

European Union to provide certain documents to him.1   

2. On 27 October 2010, the Chamber issued an Invitation to the European Union 

(“Invitation”), in which it invited the EU to assist the Trial Chamber by filing a response to the 

Motion by close of business on 10 November 2010.2  

3. On 11 November 2010, the EU filed the present Request asking that 15 additional days 

be granted to it, in order to “further examine the matter and, where appropriate, to convey 

possible observations to the Trial Chamber.”3 

4. The Trial Chamber considers that it is in the interests of all parties involved that requests 

for documents are, if possible, dealt with on a voluntary basis.  It is equally important that these 

requests are dealt with expeditiously.  With a view to achieving these objectives, the Trial 

Chamber considers it appropriate to grant the extension of time sought by the EU to respond to 

the Motion in the hope that the documents sought can be identified and provided to the Accused 

without further intervention by the Chamber.   

5. For the reasons outlined above, pursuant to Rule 54 of the Rules, the Trial Chamber 

hereby GRANTS the Request and:  

(i) INVITES  the EU to assist the Trial Chamber by providing a 

response to the Motion by close of business on 29 November 2010, 

and  

                                                 
1 Motion, para. 1. 
2 Invitation to the European Union, 27 October 2010. 
3 Request, 11 November 2010. 
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