
Downloaded from worldcourts.com. Use is subject to terms and conditions. See worldcourts.com/terms.htm
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Date: 02 March 2009 
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Public Order 

The Prosecutor 
v. 

Jadranko Prlic, Bruno Stojic, Slobodan Praljak, Milivoj Petkovic, Valentin Coric, Berislav Pusic 

The Trial Chamber 

Order to redact the public transcript 
and the public broadcast of a hearing 

( At the request of the Prosecutor I Defence and with the agreement of the parties ) 

ORDERS that the following blacked out text be omitted from the public transcript of this hearing and be edited from the public 
broadcast of this hearin_g, 
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involved in the local health centre that had its wartime functions as 
well. I worked in the field of preventive medicine, but I also went up 
to the front-line, as did all rny other colleagues from the medical centre 
I mentioned eai:-lier on. 

Sometime at the beginning of May of 1992, a team --
Q. Just a moment, please, Witness. I will lead you through all 

this, and you try and give me br-ief answers. 
And for- that, we can go back into open session, because as far- as 

your- CV, we've completed that, so we can move back into open session now. 
[Open session} 

THE REGISTRAR: Your Honours, we're back in open session. 
HS. NOZICA: [Interpretation], 

Q. Witness 1 let's go back to the beginning of May 1992. What 
happened then? Tell us. 

A. I've al read said that 

to go to the front-line, and a team came from the main medical corps 
headquarters, Dr. A Kvesic from Siroki Brijeg, and Dr. Kolak A told me 
that if I wanted to and if ther-e was the opportunity, that I could move 
to the main medical corps centre, in vie\111 of the fact that at the time 
and in that ter-ritory, there were no doctors who \II/ere well ver-sed in 
preventive medicine. 

Q, Witness1 when you talk about the front-line and the period that 
\11/e're talking about - \11/e're now talking about April and May - just for 
the transcript, can you tell us what was happening at that time, whether 
the war had started, whether there were conflicts, and if so, which units 
were involved, and which units were you part of, who were they fighting 
against, and so on? 

A. They were members of the Croatian Defence Council who 1 together 
\1/ith the Muslim armed forces, fought a war against the aggressor-s; 
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We understand that you set up this structure for infectious 
diseases, but I have a question. Back in the former Yugoslavia, if 
somebody had a serious disease, would that person be sent to Belgrade, to 
Sarajevo, or to Zagreb, or was that person treated on the spot? 

THE WITNESS: [Interpretation] Your- Honour, infectious diseases 
are a specific matter. These are contagious diseases. They can be 
transferred from one person to another, but also from an animal to a 
person. Then infectious or contagious diseases can also cause an 
epidemic. And you also know that there can be a pandemic too. 

In Mostar, we had a department for infectious diseases, and that 
is where atients were sent, atients with such diseases. 

14: 114: 43: 35 
2 14: 43: 43 
314:43:44 

oc, 
rather, that at that time we sent very, very few patients to Belgrade and 
Zagreb for further treatment. 

JUDGE .ANTONETTI: [ Interpretation] Let's be mo re speci fie. Let us 
4 14: 43: 47 imagine -- but of course there was no risk at the time, but let us 
514: 43:51 imagine there was this avian flu in 1992. Would that person have been 
6 14: 43: 55 treated in Mostar or ""ould you have sent that patient to Belgrade, 
7 14: 44: DO Sarajevo, or Zagreb? 
8 14: 44: 02 THE WITNESS: [Interpretation] If you' re talking about 1992, up 
914:44: 06 until May probably we ""ould have provided treatment in Mostar, and then 

10 14: 44: 12 after May, I don't know exactly \Ii/hat date it was when the roads were cut 
1114: 44: 17 off, then \118 would treat them in Mostar, but we would send more difficult 
12 14: 44: 23 cases to Sarajevo. 
13 14: 44: 24 JUDGE ANTONETTI: [Interpretation] Thank you. 
14 14: 44: 25 MS. NOZICA: [Interpretation) Thank you, Your Honour. 
15 14: 44: 30 Q. His Honour asked you about this network, and the network that 
1614: 44: 36 you' re talking about -..,as a network for preventive medicine; n.ght? 
1714: 44: 41 A. Yes, yes, preventive medicine. Perhaps you didn't hear me right. 
1814: 44: 45 I do apologise. Because there weren't enough people around, so then I 
1914:44:52 had people who were dealing with curative medicine before that, and then 
20 14: 44: 58 I transferred them to work -..,ith -- work in the field of preventive 
2114: 45: 06 medicine. As the English would say, this is variegated medicine. 
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3 15: 39: 05 diseases and also ner-vous disorders, including even meningitis. For me, 
415:39: 12 a pr-ison is a house where people are kept and are not allowed to leave. 
515:39: 18 From a medical point of view, that's it. 
615:39:21 I went for the first time when my colleague ■■■■■ asked 

~ ~~: ;~~ ~~ me -- or~ ~=~:e;~o~ ~~:e f:;rn::l~r~~~ something else befo~:d t~=~~ good 
9 15: 39: 32 relations. However, I realised that if -- if someone who is my superior 

1015:39: 41 said something to me, that was an order for me, although it was not an 
1115: 39: 44 order, necessarily. That was my understanding of the matter. 

i~ i;: ;:: ;! colleagu!, went to the spot itself. 1.:~\~h=:~ ~~ ~~-=~ ~:~• .:n~h=y 
1415: 40: 04 Heliodrom, there are many people who had been assembled there. Please go 
15 15: 40: 11 and see what this is all about. Please take care of it all, from the 
1615: 40: 19 point of view of preventive medicine. Please don't allow anything 
17 15: 40:25 inappropriate to happen. 
1815: 40: 32 Q. You said, "Don't allow any epidemiological incident to take 
19 15: 40: 49 place." Was that the end of your sentence? 
2015:40:50 A. Yes. 
2115: 40: 50 Q. You tend to sometimes swallo\1,1 your "Words, so that wasn't 
22 15: 40: 52 recorded. Can you tell me when that was? 
23 15: 40: 54 A. That was in mid-May 1993. 
24 15: 40: 58 Q. Witness, did you go to prisons that were called Dretelj and 
25 15: 41: 03 Gabela? 

40:115:41:03 A. Yes. 
2 15: 41: 07 Q. Did you do that in the same way -- did ■■■■■ tell you or 
3 15: 41: 24 did you learn that those prisons had been formed? 
4 15: 41: 25 A. I think iilliilllll■liiiiliiiiilliil told me, but the way in which I 
S 15: 41: 25 worked 1,1,1as -- well, 85 per cent of the decisions I took myself. However, 
615:41:30 when you're engaged in preventive medicine, you have to go on location. 
715: 41: 37 You' re not a doctor in a hospital. You have to go on location and take 
8 15: 41: 40 measures to prevent diseases, so that is your vocation, to go on the 
915: 41: 43 spot, on location. 
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