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THIS TRIAL CHAMBER of the International Tribunal for the Prosecution of Persons 

Responsible for Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law Committed in the Territory 

of the former Yugoslavia since 1991 ("Tribunal") is seised of the "Urgent Prosecution Notification 

of Interference with Prosecution Witness and Request for Direction from the Trial Chamber with 

Annexes A and B", filed on 13 April 2007 ("Notification"), as well as the "Prosecution Response to 

Trial Chamber's Inquiry Regarding Prosecution Witness", filed 23 April 2007 ("Response"), and 

hereby issues this order. 

1. On 12, 13, and 14 March 2007, Lieutenant-Colonel Lakic Dorovic testified before the 

Tribunal as a witness. He gave evidence about the military justice system of the Voijska 

Jugoslavije and his experiences as a Military Prosecutor in Serbia and Kosovo in 1999. 1 During his 

testimony, he discussed threats he had received in Serbia in relation to his coming to The Hague to 

testify.2 

2. On 13 April 2007, the Prosecution filed the public Notification in which it describes 

incidents that befell the witness after his return to Serbia, including being arrested on 10 April 2007 

and being threatened with physical violence and with loosing his military post.3 The Prosecution 

believes that a contempt of the Tribunal under Rule 77(A)(iv) may have occurred and therefore 

requests guidance from the Trial Chamber in this matter. 

3. The Chamber was concerned to obtain additional specific information regarding the alleged 

maltreatment of the witness and also to preserve the status quo in relation to his employment in 

Serbia, pending full investigation of the allegations. Therefore, the Chamber enquired with the 

Prosecution regarding the superiors of the persons who were alleged to have mistreated Mr. 

Dorovic and also requested the President of the Tribunal to consider whether he might offer any 

assistance in the latter regard. 

4. On 20 April 2007, the President addressed the matter through diplomatic channels with 

Rasim Ljajic, President of the National Council for Cooperation with the International Criminal 

Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia. On 23 April 2007, the Prosecution filed the Response, in 

which it provides the Trial Chamber with the identities of the commanding officers in regard to the 

arrest of Lakic Dorovic. On 24 April 2007, Mr. Ljajic communicated via letter to the President that 

1 T.11419-11519 (12 March 2007), 11520-11658 (13 March 2007), 11659-11730 (14 March 2007). 
2 T. 11515-11518 (12 March 2007). 
3 Notification, Annex B. 
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inquiries had been made into the matter and that the claims made by Mr. Dorovic were not true.4 

The letter is attached to this order as Annex A. 

5. A second letter was received from Mr. Ljajic on 7 May 2007, which contained information 

regarding what Mr. Ljajic deemed to be the problematic behaviour of Mr. Dorovic. The letter also 

contained information provided to Mr. Ljajic by "the certain security department" regarding the 

incident on 10 April 2007. 5 The letter is attached to this order as Annex B. 

6. Rule 77(C)(i) provides that, when a Chamber has reason to believe that a person may be in 

contempt of the Tribunal, it may direct the Prosecutor to investigate the matter with a view to the 

preparation and submission of an indictment for contempt. In making this determination in the 

present case, the Chamber considers that it would be appropriate to first give the Prosecution an 

opportunity to respond to the recent developments in this matter. Moreover, the Prosecution is 

encouraged to consider whether it should provide Mr. Dorovic with copies of the correspondence, 

referenced herein and annexed hereto as Annexes A and B, for his comments. 

7. The Trial Chamber, pursuant to Rules 54 and 77 of the Rules of Procedure and Evidence of 

the Tribunal, hereby ORDERS the Prosecution to make, by 18 May 2007, any further submissions 

it wishes in relation to whether the Chamber should direct it to investigate this matter with a view 

to the preparation and submission of an indictment for contempt, pursuant to Rule 77(C)(i). 

Done in English and French, the English text being authoritative. 

Dated this eleventh day of May 2007 
At The Hague 
The Netherlands 

Judge Iain Bonomy 
Presiding 

[Seal of the Tribunal] 

4 Letter to the President of the Tribunal, H.B. Judge Fausto Pocar, dated 24 April 2007, page 2 (Annex A). 
5 Letter to the President of the Tribunal, H.E. Judge Fausto Pocar, dated 3 May 2007, pp. 2-3. (Annex B). 
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AMJiACAJJ,A PEID'6JIHKE CPSHJE 
EMBASSV OF THE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA 

AMBASSADE VAN DE REPUBLIEK SERVIE 
Groot Hertoginnelaan 30 

2517 EG The Hague 
tel. (+31)070 36 36 800 

36 32 397 
36 32 393 

fax 36 02 421 
E-mail: yuambanl@ban.nl 

The Embassy of the Republic of Serbia to the Kir gdom of the Netherlands 
presents its compliments to the International Criminal Tribuna. for the former Yugoslavia 
and has the honour to hereby submit the letter of the Presidem of the National Council of 
the Republic of Serbia for Cooperation with the ICTY, Mr. Rasim Ljajic, addressed to 
the President of the Tribunal, H.E. Judge Fausto Poca , concerning the alleged 
mistreatment of the witness Lakic Dorovic. 

The Embassy of the Republic of Serbia avails itself c f this opportunity to renew 
to the International Crimin~~al for the former Yugo ;lavia the assurances of its 
h. h 'd ' ~-- · ~ · -·, 1g estcons1 eratton.,. -,,.:·. 1 ••<>>.-

\.... ( ,'· 

rf :i \~·:··;\ . 
\\ '.; ' \':._ \,\ 
i,.::. \t;,'. -:j . 

,,. ·t· '•4< i .,· 

\\~-- :hi~;~gue, 24 April 2007 
............. _ ·:.:.:.~-~ ·.:.• 

International Criminal Tribunal 
for the former Yugoslavia 
The Registry 
The Hague 

If 98.t. 
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Republib Srbij:a 
Nadonalni savct za saradnju sa 

Metlunarodnim krivicntm tribuoalom 
za biviu Jugoslaviju 
.6poj: 5/0-10/1...07..04 

Jla'T}'M: 24. aprU 2007. godine 
J;eorpa.a 

Dear Mr. Pocar, 

FAX NO. 

Famto Pocar 
President of the 

International Criminal Tribwial 
for the Former Yugoslavia 

Apr. 23 2007 11:53PM P2 

IT-a5-zSf-T (1980 

Belgrade, April 24. 2007. 

I am writing you regarding our telephone conversation from . \pril 20, 2007. when you 
made an inquiry about the witness in Milutinovic et al. case, Mr. Lakic Djorovic, and 
possible case of mistreatment he experienced following his retu m to Serbia. 

I would like to notify you that I acted upon your inquest er d that I did contact. with 
reference to this issue, persons responsible for witnesses' secu: ity and all other questions 
related to possible banns that may have happened in connectio: 1 to the alleged threats and 
abuse of Mr. Djorovic's privacy and security. 

After the conducted inquiry, I was given the information that ].\.fr. Djorovic's claims about 
the threats he received about loosing his post, together with the information you were 
given on behalf of the Prosecution about Mr. Djorovic 13uffe1 ing personals injuries and 
being hospit.alized, are not true. Having in mind that I contacted the persons of high 
confidence. and that I examined ·the possible accuracy of Vlr.· Djorovic's claims on 
several sides, I can tell you, in full assurance, th.at no case of mistreatment or threat was 
addressed in any way to the witness in question. 

H.E. Fa\lsto Pocar 
President of the 
International Criminal Tribunal 
for the Former Yugoslavia 
The Hague 

24/04 '07 TUE 12:14 [TX/RX NO 6870] li)oo2 
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F-:OM : FAX NO. Apr. 23 2007 11:54PM P3 

I T-CJ_t:5-';3'.J -T "CffC/ 

Dear Mr. Pocar, [ would like to take this opporttmity and notify : rou that protection of the 
witnesses (and potential witnesses) of the ICTY Office of the Prcsecutor. as well as of the 
witnesses of the Defense Teams, stands for the important issue within the activities of the 
Republic of Serbia State organs. This matter is taken seriously on behalf of all State 
representatives participating in Serbia's cooperation with the ICTY, and continuous 
measures are being taken in order for witnesses not to suffc :r any kind of abuse or 
inva~ion of their privacy and security during this process. Furthennore, the existence of 
constant activities within the State departments assures that t .mcly preparation of the 
witnesses in relation to the requirements of the Prosecution a 1d Defense Teams takes 
place without delay. 

Hoping that the information abovementioned answer your qUE stion, please accept, Mr. 
Pocar, the assur~ces of my highest consideration. 

H.E. Fausto Pocar 
President of the 
Intemational Criminal Tribunal 
for the Fonner Yugoslavia 
The Hague 

ouncil 
theICTY 

24/04 '07 TUE 12: 14 [TX/RX NO 6870] ®003 
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AM6ACAA,\ PEDY6./IHKE CPGHJE 
EMBASSY OF llIE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA 
AMBASSADE VAN DE REPUBLIEK SERVIE 

No. 

Groot Hertoginnelaan 30 
2517 EG The Hague 

tel. (+31) 070 36 36 800 
36 32 397 
3632 393 

fax 36 02 421 
E-mail: yuambanl@bart.nl 

The Embassy of the Republic of Serbia to the Kingdom of the Netherlands 
presents its compliments to the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia 
and has the honour to hereby submit the letter of the President of the National Council of 
the Republic of Serbia for Cooperation with the ICTY, Mr. Rasim Ljajic, addressed to 
the President of the Tribunal, H.E. Judge Fausto Pocar, containing further information 
concerning the alleged mistreatment of the witness Lakic Dorovic. 

The Embassy of the Republic of Serbia avails itself of this opportunity to renew 
to the Internation~I Cr' inal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia the assurances of its 
highest consideration. 

"'~ ?::;:;:-,, 
ti::::-'----+-, ',<• \-, 
~ _,,..Y '(:),,;,<• •=•~ 
~

' ~,•''l iil' I - ' "'t,.\f';Y., --. ~ ., :f 1 ;: :t; 1 ._ ,. Hague, 4 May 2007 
~1- ~i..: ,,~ ',) i/ 
~ "!J_,J - ;/ 

"-'<.,-..:z::..\_j~. _,,;:?: 

International Criminal Tribunal 
for the former Yugoslavia 
The Registry 
The Hague 
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AM6ACA,ll,A PEUYJiJIHKE CP6HJE 
EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA 

AMBASSAOE VAN DE REPUBLIEK SERVIE 
Groot Hertoginnelaan 30 

2517 EG The Hague 
tel. (+31) 070 36 36 800 

36 32 397 
36 32 393 

fax 3602421 
E-mail: yuambanl@bartnl 

The Embassy of the Republic of Serbia to the Kingdom of the Netherlands 
presents its compliments to the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia 
and has the honour to hereby submit the letter of the President of the National Council of 
the Republic of Serbia for Cooperation with the ICTY, Mr. Rasim Ljajic, addressed to 
the President of the Tribunal, H.E. Judge Fausto Pocar, containing further information 
concerning the alleged mistreatment of the witness Lakic Dorovic. 

The Embassy of the Republic of Serbia avails itself of this opportunity to renew 
to the International Crim· al Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia the assurances of its 
highest consideration. 

International Criminal Tribunal 
for the former Yugoslavia 
The Registry 
The Hague 

({C/16 
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FROM FAX NO. Ma~. 03 2007 02:27AM P1 

I . 
Peny6.innca Cp6aja 

HaUHOH8JIUH C&BeT :,a ~•pa,11.a.y ca 
Mcl)yuapOD.HHM tqUHIH'IHHM TpHG)'llaJIOM 

:;Ja 6Hsmy Jyrocll■~y 

6poj: ~o• foJ 5- O:J-o'1 
)J:BTyM: 0!>-05 -.D.oo=t 

:Scorpa.11 

AMDACA,z:CA PEilYJiJIHKE CPliHJE "Y XArY 

IIPE)J.MET: IlHcMo Ilpe.nce.zmm::a HamloHSJIHOr ca.se-ra ynylieao Ilpe.ztee.l(Hlll(y 
Me~)'BapO,ZlH01KpHBH'ffl01TpH6yHWI8 

Y npJOiory BaM J{OCTaBJl,aMO DBCM'.0 Ilp~ce,l(HHJCa H~OH8JIHOr C8.BCTil 33 

capa,zw.y ca MeJ)}'Hapo.zmHM KpHBJAHHM TpH6yHanoM, PacHMa J1ajxlia, yrrylieHo 
IlpeJlceJIHHI<Y Mel}yaapo.ztaor tcpHBH'IHOr TpH6y1nma, Faustu Pocaru. 

MoJIHMo )la IlHCMO o,ztMax ypyqwre IIpe~ce,nHmcy TpH6ymma. 

3axBa.JhyjCMo ce Ha capa.nH,R. 

03/05 '07 THU 14: 48 [TX/RX NO 69111 la) 001 
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FPOM 

• . . . . 
Peny6naKa CJ>&,ja 

H:au110Ha.JJHH c:a.BeT 3a capa.a11,y ca 

Meljyt1apo.11H"M KptlBR'tRH~ 1"pB6yeanoM 
la 6 BUJy JyroCJJaB.Njy 

l>poj: o- ~o ~~ -04-
..U:BTyM: ~.05. 9T 

6eorpa4 

Dear Mr. Pocar, 

FAX l'-0. 

Fausto Pocar 
President of the 

International Criminal Tribunal 
for the Former Yugoslavia 

1T-0S-81-T 

Ma~. 03 2007 02:27AM P2 

Belgrade, May 3, 2007 

As I stated in my letter from April 24, 2007, I am sending you the additional information 
concerning the possible case of Mr. Lakic Djorovic's ill-treatment that he reported to the 
Offic~ of the Prosecutor. On May 3, 2007, I have received documents that prove Mr. 
Djorovic's inconsistency in relation to his alleged statements about the maJtreatmenr and 
hospit.alization the witness claimed he experienced after his return to Serbia in April 
2007. 

The information provided on behalf of the certain security department contains details 
about Mr. Djorovic's behavior and work ethics, with special accent on particular 
incidents that occurred during the recent period. More precisely, the information received 
explains numerous legal actions undertaken against Mr. Lakic Djorovic, during the 
previous period. According to the data received from competent state .authorities, Mr. 
Djorovic previously was charged for several crimes such are: 

- in 1993 he was charged for shooting in public, when he injured one citizen, 
- in 2005 he was charged for aggressive behavior in public place (he attacked post 

officer). 
- in 2007 he was charged for unlawful disposal of entrusted weapon. 

H.E. Fausto Pocar 
President of the 
International Criminal Tribunal 
for the Formei- Yugoslavia 
The Hape 

03/05 '07 THU 14: 48 [T.I/R.I NO 8911 J ~ 002 
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FPOM FAX NO. Ma~. 03 2007 02:28AM P3 

Besides these (;barges, he was involved in several cases of physical violence within his 
military unit, such as the last case in which he was involved in physical attack on three 
military officers of VS (Military of Serbia). However, I am being informed that Mr. 
Djorovic has ex.pressed aggressive behavior toward his fellow officers on several 
occasions. calling them .. war crimes perpetrators''. "collaborators of secret services", 
"scum" etc. 

In relation to the alleged incident from 10 April 2007, the security department informed 
me that the witness was ta.ken into custody for the reasons of unlawful disposal of 
entrusted weapon (Article 413 of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Serbia) and not 
for the reasons of any kind of abuse that could be associated in any way with Mr. 
Djorovic's testifying in the ICTY. According to the information l was provided with, 
immediately after Mr. Djorovic was ta.ken into custody, he made complaint about his 
health condition and requested the presence of a physician, which was provided to him 
instantaneously upon his request. The finding of the physician stated that Mr. Djorovic's 
blood pressure was 165/9 5. and recommended to the witness to take pills for reducing the 
blood pressure, which Mr. Djorovic declined. Following Mr. Djorovic's insistence that he 
was experiencing chest pains, be was taken into the Military Ambulance, where the 
physicians, after the conducted analyses, concluded that his general health condition was 
stable and with no other signs of risk. 

The entire information I was given insists on the fact that no legal action was taken 
against Mr. Djorovic's in relation to him being a witness of the Prosecution of the ICTY, 
and continuously emphasizes Mr. Djorovic's problematic behavior that he has expressed 
so far in relation to his colleagues and in general. 

Hoping that the information abovementioned answer your question, please accept, Mr. 
Pocar, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

H.E. Fausto Po~ar 
:President of the 
International Criminal Tribunal 
for the Former Yugoslavia 
The Hague 

03/05 '07 THU 14:48 [TX/RX NO 6911] ~003 




