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THE APPEALS CHAMBER of the lmemutional Criminal Tribunal for lhe Prosecution of Persons 

Responsible !or Genocide and Other Serious Violat<ons of International Humani1.arrnn Law 

Commined in the Temmry of Rwanda and Rwandan Citizens Responsible for Genocide and Other 

Such Violations Comnutled in the Territory of Neighbouring Stale~ Between I January and 31 

December 1994 ("Appeals Chamber'' and "Tribunal", respectively\ 

BEING SEIZED of an oral motion submitted by Fran~is Karen ( .. Appellant") at the hearing of 

his appeal on 28 August 2008 ("Motion"), in which the Appellant requests the Appeals Chamber lo 

recognize as validly filed his Appeal Book and Book of Authori!ies (Appellant's Books"), 

submitted on 4 August 2008;' 

NOTING that the Prosocutmn docs not oppose the Monon;' 

RECALLING that Rule I 17bis of the Rules, setting out the obligation upon an appellant lo file 11.s 

Appellant's Books four weeks before the dale set for the hearing of an appeal, was repealed at the 

Tribunal's plenary session of 7 July 2006 and !hat this amendment to the Rules entered into force 

on 10 November 2006; 

NOTING !hat, on 4 August 2008, Counsel for the Appellant addressed a letter to the Presiding 

Judge in this case in which she requested pennission to file the Appel!ant's Books on 4 August 

2008 il!ld therefore less than four weeks before the hearing of the appeal: 

NOTING that, on S August 2008, the Presiding Judge infonncd Counsel for the Appellant that 

Rule l l 7bis of the Rules had been repealed at the Tribunal's plenary sess10n of 7 July 2006 and 

thul, acc<.>rdingly, the filing of the aforementioned document.s was no longer required; 

NOTlNG lhe Regi.stry's submisiion that it had refrained from dmribulmg the Appellant's Books 

since the filing of the aforementioned documents was no longer required/ 

CONSIDERING that the Tribunal's Basic Dc,cuments, published by the Registry on JO ~ovember 

2006, erroneously included a reference to Rule !17b" in its tahle of cunlento, and that the 

subsequent version of the Basic Documents, da1ed 15 June 2007, erroneously contained the text of 

Rule 117b".' 

' AT 28 Augusc 2008 p. 29 Toe Af1POll&r11 erroneously refers to 2 Augusc 2008 as tho dote of riling 
' AT 28 Au~usc 2008 p, 30, To, P,osccution merely contend, chat th< dLSttibuuon of pmJes' books 1, no longer 
r,;quirnl by 1!\o Rules of Procedure md Evidence of lhc Tribunal ("Rules"), 
1 AT 28 Auiu,1 2008 p. 30. 
' This obviws ouslal;e "'"" only oorructod in Lh< lal<>C odi1ion o/ cl-.,: Tcibun.i•, Bas,c Documcnis released on !4 Moroh 
2008. The Appeal, Chamber ha, no 111fonn•Uon as to whell>er the Appell&n\ has been J>'Operly ,nlonncd of this 
OOl'!CCUon 
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CONSIDERJJIIG thal p'111ies have no righ! to make filings outside the time and word hmilS 

provided for in Rules 111, 112 and 113 of the Rules in order lo supplement their briefs on appeal; 

FINDING that in the circumst!Ulces of this case, in panicular given the ambiguity created by the 

Basic Documents which erroneously referred to Rule l l7bi, of the Rules following its repeal, it is 

in the in1erests of justice to consider lhe filing of the Appellant's Books as validly done, subject to 

their sUict compliance with the provisions of the fonner Rule l 17bi.1 (A) and (BJ o!' the Rules; 

FOR THE FORE(',-OlNG REASONS, 

GRANTS the Motion; 

ORDERS the Registry to disUibule two copies of the Appellant's Books to the Appeals Chamber 

and one copy to lhe Pro!ecution, 

EMPHASIZES that the present decision does not foreclose a nihng on the admissibihty of the 

Appellan!'s Books. 

Done in English and French, the English teX! being authoritative. 

Dated this 22nd day of September 2008, 
at The Hague, The Netherlands. 

C~se Noc 1CTR•Ol•74·A 
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