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INTRODUCTION 

1. By Decision delivered on 24 June 2005, the Chamber directed the Defence for 
Mugenzi and the Defence for Biz,mungu to renew their applications for site visits after the 
commencement of the Defence case.' On 28 January 2008, the Chamber, noting that it was 
neanng the close of evidence, ordered the Defence for Mugenzi and the Defence for 
Bizimungu to renew their site visit mo!ions no later than 8 February 2008, and ordered the 
remaining Defence teams and the Prosecution to file any requests for site visits by the same 
date. 1 All of the Parties filed submiss10ns in response to this order. 3 On 12 March 2008, the 
Chamber ordered the Parties to submit a joint proposed itinerary, as directed m the 28 
January 2008 Scheduling Order.' In compliance with the 12 March 2008 Interim Order, the 
Parties filed a joint proposed itinerary on 26 March 2008.5 

DISCUSSION 

2 Althoufh site visits are not expressly provided form the Statute or Rules of Procedure 
and Evidence, Rule 4 empowers "[a] Chamber or Judge [to] exercise their functions away 
from the seat of the Tribunal, if so authorized by the President in the interests of justice." 

3. As noted by the Chamber in its First Site Visit Decision: 

[Tjhe need for a site visit must be assessed in view of the particular cucumstances of each 
trial. Further. in view of the logistics and the costs involved, a dec,s1on to carry out a site vislt 
should be made preferably when the visit will be instrumental 1n the discovery of the truth 
and the determmation of the matters before the Chamber.' 

4. At least one Trial Chamber has expressed the view that site visits should take place at 
the close of evidence in the case.8 ln the 28 January 2008 Scheduling Order, the Chamber 
noted that this case was nearing the close of evidence, and, thus, any site visits in the 
Republic of Rwanda should take place as soon as practicable. 

1 Decision on the Defenoe Motu>n for the Chamber to Visit Sues in Rwanda (TC), 24 June 2005 ("first Sile 
Vmt DeciSLon"). 
'Scheduling Order Regarding Submissions and Itinerary to Visit Sites in Rwand• (TC), 2& January 2008 ("28 
January 2008 Scheduling Order"") 
' Application for Site VisilS (JeTOme-CJCmcnt Bicamwnpaka), filed 7 February 2008 ("Bicamumpaka's 
Motion""): Jw,nn Mugen21 's Pmposal"s in Respect of the Judicial Visit to Rwanda in Response to the S<heduling 
Order of ZS January 2008. filed 8 l'ebruary 2008 (""Mugenz!'s Motion"); Seconde Roqutle de J4 DCfense du Dr 
Ca<1mtr Bmmungu pour Vositer dos S!les au Rwanda. filed 8 Febmary 2008 ("Bizunungu·s Motion"); 
Prosecu1or's Response to Chamber's Order to Parties to Pile Applications for S,te Vtsi1' it Wishes to be 
Considcr<d by the Chaml>er, filed 8 February 2008 ("'l"rosecuto(s Motion""), Prosper Mugiraneza 's Response !o 
Request for Siie Visits. filed 11 February 2008('"Mugiranoza 's Motion"), 
'ln<erim Order Regarding Submtssions and Hinerary co Visll Sites in Rwanda (TC), 12 March 2008 ( ·12 Ma:rch 
2008 ln\cnm Order"). 
' Jomt Propo,cd Itinerary fo, Site Visits in Rwanda, filed 26 March 2008 ("Joint Proposed !tmerary"). 
't:nless spec,fied otherwise, all further references ro Rules in this Decision are to the Rules of Pmcedure arul 
Evidence. 
' First Site Vtsi! Decision, pora, 5 (cilmg- Pro,ecutor v Bag-osora er al., Case No. ICTR-98-41-T, DectSLOn on 
the Prosecutor", Monon for Site V,sns m the Republic of Rwanda (TC), 29 September 2004. para 4; Prosecutor 
e. Simlu,, Case No, ICTR-01-76--T, Dtdsion on the Defence Request for Site Visits in Rwa• 3l January 
2005, paras 2-3) 
• Pro,ecuro, v, Ny,,amasuhuko et al., Case No. lCTR-98-42-T. Decision on Prosecutor", Motion for S11e Visits 
m the Republic of Rwanda Under Rules 4 and 73 of the Rules of Procedure and Evidence (TC), 23 Septembe1 
2004.para. 15. 
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5. In determining whether a site visit will be "instrumental in the discovery of the truth 
and the determination of the matters before the Chamber", Trial Chambers have looked to 
whether, as one Trial Chambe,- stated, "disputed issues at trial relate to physical attributes of 
various sites" relevant to the case." 

6. The Chamber considers that some of the disputed issues at trial concern physical 
attributes of various sites in Kigali-Ville, Kigali-Rural, Kibungo, Gitararna and Gisenyi 
prefectures, including the distances between various locations, issues involving line-of-sight, 
and the suitability of certain locations for activities alleged to have occurred there. The 
Chamber therefore finds that a site visit is appropriate under the particular circumstances of 
this case. 

7 The Chamber has reviewed the Joint Proposed Itinerary and notes that the Parties 
have submitted an extensive list of sites to be visited. The Chamber does not consider that 
visits to all of the proposed sites are warranted under the particular circwnstances of this case. 
Reganling Gisenyi prefecture. the Chamber will not be assisted in determining whether 
members of parliament were sworn in at the Hotel Mi:ridien, as alleged by the Prosecution, or 
at the Secondary School of Kibihekane, as asserted by the Defence for Mr. Bizimungu, by 
visiting these sites. Furthermore, the Chamber notes that the Parties did not suggest any 
disputed issues that may be resolved by visits to the border crossings in Giscnyi town. 

8. With respect to Kigali-Ville prefecture, the Chamber finds that the Parties failed to 
show how visits to the following sites would assist il in resolving disputed issues at trial: 

• the Ministry of Commerce, Sorwaci, Camp Kigali, Mugenzi's house in Kicukiro, 
Kinyinya (Kami Military Police Barracks), the Presidential Guard Barracks, the 
Gendarmerie Barracks, the Ministry of Defence, L'Ecolc Supcncur M11ita1re, and 
Nyamirambo Stadium. 

The proffered reasons for visiting these sites were merely that each site was discussed at trial. 
The Chamber considers that visits to sites for the sole purpose of providing context are not 
warranted. 

9. Annexed to this Decision is a proposed itmerary, which includes all of the remaining 
sites suggested by the Parties in the Joint Proposed Jtinerary. In order to facilitate scheduling 
for the Parties, the Chamber orders that the site visits should take place during the week of9 
to 13 June 2008. 

' Prosecutor v. Mpambara, Case No. ICTR-2001 .65-T, Decision on the Prosecution Motion for a Site Visit, 10 
February 20()6 (TC), para. 5; Cf Prosecutor Y R.wamakuba, Case No. ]CfR.98-44C•T, Decision on Defence 
Motion for a View locus m QU-0 (TC). 16 December 2005, para. 8 (notmg lhai '"m the panicular circumstance, 
oflhe case. a first hand blow ledge of the area w,ll be in the mterests of Ju,;IIce"): Pra,erntor v. Karera, Case 
:,/o. [CfR.Q[.J4•T, Decmon on Site V,sit to Rwanda (TC), l September 2006, para, J; Bago,ora et al. 
Decision on Bagosora Monon for Sue Visit, 11 December 2006, para. 3, 
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FOR TJ :ESE REASONS, the Chamber 

REQUF'STS the President lo authorize the Chamber's exercise of ,ts function away from the 
Seat oft te Tribunal, pursuant to Rule 4, and if such authorization i; granted; 

GRANJS Bicamumpaka's Motion; 

GRAN1S Mugenz,'s Motion in part; 

GRAN'lS Bizimungu's \:lotion in part; 

GRANJS the Prosecutor's Motion; 

REQUE:-STS the Registry to make all the necessary arrangements, in liaison with the 
Chambe and the Parties, to facilitate the implementation ofthis Dt'~ision. 

Arusha, :1 April 2008 
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Emile Francis Short 
Judge 



The Prosec•tor v C,mm<F Bmmungu el.al, ('as, No. ICTR-99-50-T 

ANNEX 

Itinerary for Site Visits in Rwanda 

DAY ' FECTURE SITE VISITS 
Sunday 8 June Kigali-Ville Anive mK1 " 

2008 Check in to Hotels 

Monday 9 June Kigali-Ville Arrive at !CTR Offices 

2008 Kigali-Security Briefing 

Momin!! 
BREAK 

Afternoon Kigali-Ville Rond-Poim in Ki 11 Centre 
Ministry of Health Bmldmgs : 

• Central Offices of 
Ministry of Health 

• The "Dnection of Health 
Services" building, near 
Hotel des Mille Collines 

K1nah Central H ital 'CHK' 
Hotel des D,plornates (now 
Serena\ 
French Ernbassv 
CND 

SPEND MGHT IN KIGALI 
Tuesday 10 June Kigali-Rural & Kibungo Kabuga 

2008 • Seb,sogo's House 
• Mosque 
• Locauon of roadblock at 

entrance to central 
Kabuga testified to by 
W1tiles,; OCH 

~a Commune Office 
Remera Sho in Cen1re 
Rwatoro's House 
Rood- mt Klbun-o 
Bar/Restaurant of Wimess 
OTT -

SPEND NIGHT IN KIGALI 
Wednesday 11 Gitarama Murambi Centre 

June2008 Gitarama pr<ifecture office 
near Uwize· .: 's House 
Hotel T ourisme 
Mis1zi 
Ecole sccondaire Murarnba 

SPEND MGHT IN GISENYI 
: Thursday 12 June! Gisenyi Palm Beach Hotel 

2008 Bishop's House tes1lfied to by 

Mornln2 lsaie Murashi Sagahutu 
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DAY ' FECTURE SITE VISITS 
Palais du MRND 
Umuganda Stadium 

BREAK 
Afternoon I I Return to Kigali 

SPEND NIGHT IN KIGAI.I [=t";y 13 June 
I 

End S11e V1s11-Depart Rwanda 

2008 
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