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I, FAUSTO POCAR. Judge of the Appeals Chamber of the International Criminal Tribunal for the 

Prosecution of Persons Responsible for Genocide and Other Serious Violations of International 

Humanitarian Law Committed in the Territory of Rwanda and Rwandan Citizens Responsible for 

Genocide and Other Such Violations Committed in the Territory of Neighbouring States Between I 

January and 31 December 1994 (''Tribunal"), and Pre-Appeal Judge in this case, 

NOTING that Trial Chamber I of the Tribunal pronoun(;(ld its judgement agai11St F~ois Karera 

on 7 December 2007 and issued a reasonr,d opinion in writing in English on 14 December 2007 

("Trial Judgement"); 

NOTING my "Decision on Fran~ois Karera's Motion for Extension of Time for Filing the Notice 

of Appeal" issued on 21 De.cember 2007 and filed on 31 December 2007 denying Fran~ois 

Karera's request lhat the time limit for filing his notice of appeal stan running from the date on 

which the Trial Judgement was served on him and on his Lead Counsel in French, but granting 

proprfo motu an extension of time of seven days (''21 December 2007 Decision"); 

BEING SEIZED OF the "Requt1e exirememe11t u.rge11te de /a Defe11se aux fins de reponer /es 

delais d'appel prel/U!/ a /'article 108 du RPP ellou Requ2te en reco11sideration de tllcision" filed by 

Lead Counsel for Fram;ois Karera on 8 January 2008 ("Motion" and "Lead Counsel", respectively), 

in which Lead Counsel requests the Appeals Chamber to extend the deadline for filing her client's 

notice of appeal to 9 February 2008 "and/or'' requests reconsideration of the 21 December 2007 

Decision; 

NOTING that Lead Counsel argues that she is unable to prepare a proper notice of appeal in the 

prescribed time limit on the grounds that: (i) her working language is French; (ii) she was unable to 

act in the case and communicate and consult with Fran~ois Karen between 23 December 2007 and 

9 January 2008 due to holidays which had been ammged at a time when the delivery of the Trial 

Judgement was not scheduled before 2008; and (iii) Co-Counsel and legal assistants at trial are 

unavailable to assist in the case; 

NOTING that Lead Counsel further submits that, should her requests be denied, Fran{,ois Karera 

would suffer grave injustice and be deprived of his ability to present a full defence: 

CONSIDERING that it is not necessary to wait for a response from the Prosecution to the Motion, 

as the Prosecution would not be prejudiced by the outcome of this decision: 
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CONSIDERING that, pnr,;=t to Rule 1081,is of the Rules of Procedure and Evidence of !he 

Trihunal ("Rules"), the Pre-Appeal Judge shill en.sure !hat the proceedings are not unduly delayed 

and shall take any measures ulated to procedural matten; with a view IO pupating Im: case fur a 

fair and expeditious hearing; 

CONSIDERING that an extension of time for filing the notire of appeal may be granted pursuant 

to Rule 116 of the Rules upon a showing of good cause: 

RECALLING also that if application is made after lhe nial Judgement becomes availahle in 

French and good cause is shown, leave may be granted to Yll1'J' the grounds of appeal according to 

Rule 108 of the Rules: 

FINDING that Lead Counsel has failed to demonstrate good came for a further extension of tune; 

CONSIDERING that the Appeals Cbamher ha.s an inherent power to i;econ.ider its own decisions 

if a clear error of rc:asOlling ha.s been demonstrated or if it is necessary to do so to prevent an 

injustice.;1 

FINDING that none of the arguments pat forward by Lead Counsel justifies a rc:cOIISideration of 

the 21 December 2007 Decision; 

FOR THE FOREGOING REASONS: 

DENY the Motion; and 

RECALL that Fran~ois Karem's notice of appeal is to be filed no later than 14 January 2008. 

Done in English and French, the English version being authoritative. 

Issued this 9"' day of January 2008, 

Judge Fausto Poca. 
Pre-Appeal Judge 
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