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I, MOHAMED SHAHABUDDEEN, Judge of the Appeals Chamber of the International Criminal 

Tribunal for the Prosecution of Persons Responsible for Genocide and Other Serious Violations of 

International Humanitarian Law Commiued in the Territory of Rwanda and Rwandan Citizens 

Responsible for Genocide and Other Such V1olat1ons Commilled in the Territory of :\'eighbouring 

States, between I January and 31 December 1994 ("Tribunal"), and Pre-Appeal Judge1 in this case: 

BEING SEIZED of the "Prosecutor's Extremely Urgent Application for Directions Regarding the 

Filing of the Prosecutor's Respondent's Brier' ("Application''), filed on IO May 2007; 

NOTING that Trial Chamber Ill pronounced its Judgement ("Trial Judgement") in !he present case 

on 13 December 2006, and issued a reasoned op1mon in writing on 19 December 2006; 

NOTING that the Appeals Chamber is presently seized of appeals by both parties in this case;i 

NOTING the ··Me11Wire d'Appel" ("Appellant's Brier'), which was filed confidentially by 

Athanase Seromba ("Appellartt") on 3 April 2007: 

NOTING !hat the prescribed time limit for the filing of the Prosecution's Respondent's Brief will 

expire on 14 May 2007;3 

NOTING that the Appeals Chamber is presently seized of the "Prosecutor's Urgent Motion 

Objecting to the Filing of Athanase Seromba's Appellant's Brief', filed by the Prosecution on 20 

April 2007 ("Prosecution Motion of20 April 2007"), in which the Prosecution "objects to the filing 

of the Appellant's Brief in its presen! form" on the basis that it: 1) impem:dssibly includes new 

grounds and sub.grounds of appeal which amount to a substantive variation of the Appellant's 

Notice of Appeal; and 2) fails to comply with the requirements of the Practice Direction on Formal 

Requirements for Appeals from Judgement• ("Practice Direction on Formal Requirements");' 

NOTING that J, as Pre-Appeal Judge, granted the Appellant's request for an extension of time0 on 

8 May 2007 and ordered hlm to file hls response. if any, to the Prosecution Motion of 20 April 

2007, on or before 14 May 2007;7 

1 S,e Order Dcs,gnolrng a Pre-Appeal fadg<, 12 March 2007. 
' Prnscculor', Nolice of Appeal, l l January 2007, Acr ,J'oppel d, Arhoitose SaomOO, 19 Janu,ry 2007, 
' &, Rule ll2 ul tho Rules of Procedure a,,d Es;(lcncc of the Tnbunal {'"Ruic,"). 
'4 July 2005. 
' Prosecution Mouon of 20 /\pril 200?, para 2 
• RcquCte de la DefOllse ou.t fin, de pmrogalion du delai de d6pf,t de la rOponsc ii lo requate du procureur inlitulee ~ 
Pm,,u;~rflr·., Urg,111 MWon Objec1i,'11 w lh< Filing of Arhana.,e S<rornba 's App,lonr', Brief» ,ur k fondcrnenl des 
arucles 116 du ROglemcnt de proc<'idure et de preuve ct 20.4 du St.atut du Tribimal. 26 April 20)7. 
1 Decision on "Rcqueie de la Nfense aux fins de prorogalion du dOlai de dCpOl de la ,tponse ~ la reqll<lie du procurcur 
inlltulee ~ P,o,ecwor·., Urg,i,r Mmj,,,, Ob),cring to 1/,e Filing of Arhan,ue Suomba', Appdant·., Bnef • sur le 
fondemenl dos article, 116 du ll~glemenl de procedure et de pn,uve el 20.4 du Statul du Tribunal", S Mav 2007, p. 3. 
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NOTING that the Pro~cution may file a reply within four day~ of the filing of the Appellant's 

respon~, if any, to the Pmsecution Motion of20 April 2007;' 

NOTING that in its Appliea1ion, rhe Prosecution submits that "[i]t is impossible for the Prosecution 

to anticipate, at this moment, whether the Appellant will file any response" or to "anucipate what 

the Appeals Chamber's decision will be [on the Prosecution Motion of 20 April 2007], particularly 

with regard to the new grounds of appeal imperrnissib!y submiUed in the Appellant's Brief';9 

NOTING that the Prosecmion therefore requests directions from the Appeals Chamber "with 

respect to the way to proceed with the new grounds of appeal and, consequently, the date upon 

which it must file its Respondent's Brief in the circumstances of this appeal"; '° 

CONSIDERING that in the Prosecution Motion of 20 April 2007, the Prosecution requests the 

Appeals Chamber to reject the Appellant's allegedly new grounds of appeal and to order the 

Appellant to re-file his Appellant's Brief in accordance with the requirements of the Practice 

Direction on Formal Requirements;" 

CONSIDERING that the status of the Appellant's Brief is uncertain pending the outcome of the 

Appeals Chamber's decision on the Prosecution Motion of20 April 2007; 

CONSIDERING, therefore, that an extension of time is warranted pursuant to Rule J 16 of the 

Rules for the filing of !he Prosecution's Respondent's Brief until the Appeals Chamber decides the 

Prosecution Motion of20 April 2007; 

FOR THE FOREGOING REASONS, 

HEREBY GRANT the Application; 

VARY the time limit for the filing of !he Prosecution's Respondent's Brief until the Appeals 

Chamber decides the Prosecution Motion of 20 April 2007; and 

NOTE that any further variation of the time limit for the filing of !he Prosecution's Respondent's 

Brief will be sel out in the Appeals Chamber's fonhcoming decision on the Prosecution Motion of 

20 April 2007. 

'See Practice DirccUrn, on Proccdun: for l!>e F,lins of Wnuen Submi»rnns Ul Appeal Proceedings Before the Tribunal, 
8 ~ember 2006, para l4. 
'Application, para. S, 
'° lh.,J., pora 7, 
1' Prosecutirn, Motion of 20 Aonl 200J, oar•- 10. 



Done in English and French, the English text being au1hori1a11ve. 

Dated this llih day of May 2007, 
The Hague, 
The Netherlands. 

Mohamed Shahabuddeen 
Pre-Appeal Judge 

[Seal of the Tribunal} 
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