
months later.̂ ^ In addition, on 31 August 2009, the Trial Chamber postponed the start 

of the trial to 24 November 2009.̂ ^ The Impugned Decision was issued on 20 

November 2009, four days before the trial began, nearly five months after the filing of 

the Defence Motion and nearly six months after Mr Katanga had advised the Trial 

Chamber that he intended to file the Defence Motion. In the meantime, and as stated, 

the Trial Chamber issued decisions in relation to the Defence Motion, seeking 

submissions concerning, presumably, the merits ofthat motion. The preparatory stage 

of the proceedings at the time of filing of the Defence Motion was a factor leaning in 

favour of a decision to consider the Defence Motion on its merits, particularly given 

its nature. 

54. As a result of the above, and read with what follows, we find that the Trial 

Chamber erred in how it weighed the need for expeditious proceedings in this case. 

(b) Adequate Notice 

55. The present case concerns the issue of whether a motion filed by Mr Katanga at 

a particular stage of the proceedings should have been heard on the merits by the Trial 

Chamber. ̂ ^̂  As such, the question is best phrased in terms of a denial of Mr 

Katanga's right to be heard, in the context of his general right to a fair trial under 

article 67 (1)*̂ ^ as well as in the context of article 64 (2). 

56. This is a fundamental right that is guaranteed at the national level, such as in the 

procedural due process context,̂ ^^ and also at the international level. Article 7 (1) of 

^̂  ̂ 'Décision fixant la date du procès (règle I32-I du Règlement de procédure et de preuve)", 27 March 
2009, ICC-01/04-01/07-999, p. 11. 
^̂  ''Décision reportant la date d'ouverture des débats au fond (règle 132-1 du Règlement de procédure 
et de preuve", 31 August 2009, ICC-01/04-01/07-1442, (hereinafter: "Decision Delaying the Hearing 
on the Merits"), p. 13. 
°̂° The Defence characterised this issue as a right of access to courts. However, we agree with the 

Majority that the issue here rather relates to the right to a fair hearing. See Majority Judgment, para. 56. 
The issue on appeal is not so much the denial, by the Trial Chamber, of the possibility for Mr Katanga 
to institute judicial proceedings in which the legality of his arrest and detention may be reviewed. 
Rather, the issue under consideration is the Trial Chamber's failure, in the course of ongoing 
proceedings, to hear Mr Katanga on a specific motion alleging violations of his fundamental rights on 
the grounds that said motion was filed out of time. 
^̂^ See also the Majority Judgment, para. 56. 
^̂ ^ See e.g. United States of America, Supreme Court, Mathews v. Eldridge, 24 February 1976, 424 
U.S. 319, p. 333; United States of America, Supreme Court, Fuentes v. Shevin, 12 June 1972, 407 U.S. 
67, p. 80. English courts have held that it is required for magistrates to call upon the party to submit a 
preliminary view before dismissing their case, even if the court could do so on their own mofion. On 
this, see United Kingdom, High Court of Jusfice Queen's Bench Divisional Court, Department of 
Public Prosecutions v. Cosier, 5 April 2000, [2000] C.O.D. 284; United Kingdom, Divisional Court, R 
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the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights states that "[ejvery individual 

shall have the right to have his cause heard". ̂ ^̂  Having "adequate opportunity to 

prepare a case, present arguments and evidence" is viewed by the African 

Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights (hereinafter: "African Commission") as 

an essential element of a fair hearing. ̂ "̂̂  The African Commission has also found the 

right to have one's cause heard extends to "everything related to the matter, including 

preliminary issues raised on the matter."*^^ The ECtHR likewise recognised that "the 

right to a fair trial as guaranteed by Article 6 § 1 of the Convention includes the right 

of the parties to the trial to submit any observations that they consider relevant to their 

case. The purpose of the Convention being to guarantee not rights that are theoretical 

or illusory but rights that are practical and effective [...], this right can only be seen to 

be effective if the observations are actually 'heard', that is duly considered by the trial 

court" (citation omitted).̂ ^^ It has also been stated that "no decision, which is not 

entirely unconditionally in favour of an individual, may be taken unless the person 

concerned was previously given an opportunity to state his or her position on the 

issue. [...] [Further] the right to be heard can be classified as an absolute 

guarantee".̂ ^^ The fundamental nature of the right has also been referred to in the 

jurisprudence of the ad hoc tribunals. For example, the Appeals Chamber for the 

International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (hereinafter: "ICTY") has 

stated that generally "a party always has a right to be heard on its motion", ̂ ^̂  while 

the Appeals Chamber for the Special Court for Sierra Leone has indicated that parties 

ought to be given an opportunity to be heard "as natural justice demands."^^^ 

V. Barking and Dagenham Justices, ex parte Director of Public Prosecutions, 8 November 1994, 
[1995]CrimLR953. 
'°^ African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights, signed on 27 June 1981, entered into force 21 
October 1986, 1520 United Nations Treaty Series 26363, art. 7 (1). 
^̂^ African Commission on Human and People's Rights, "Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a 
Fair Trial and Legal Assistance in Africa", 2001, p. 2, accessed at 
http://www.achpr.org/english/declarations/Guidelines_Trial_en.html. ("Principles and Guidelines"). 
°̂̂  African Commission, Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights & Associated Newspapers of 

Zimbabwe/Republic of Zimbabwe, "Decision", 24-30 June 2009, application no. 284/2003, para. 174. 
°̂̂  ECtHR, Grand Chamber, Perez v. France, "Judgment", 12 February 2004, application no. 

47287/99, para. 80. See also ECtHR, Grand Chamber, Andrejeva v. Latvia, "Judgment", 18 February 
2009, application no. 55707/00, para. 96. 
°̂̂  Trechsel, p. 89-90. 

108 YQjY, Prosecutor v. Goran Jelisic, Appeals Chamber, "Judgement", 5 July 2001, IT-95-10-A, para. 
25. 
'°^ SCSL, Prosecutor v. Alex Tamba Brima et al.. Appeals Chamber, "Judgment", 22 February 2008, 
SCSL-2004-16-A,para. 64. 
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57. At the same time, we do not dispute that the right to be heard is not absolute and 

may be subject to limitations.̂ ^^ As stated above, the African Commission mentions 

how a fair hearing only requires "adequate" opportunity to present one's case.̂ ^̂  In 

the absence of adequate opportunity to be heard, a fundamental right, such as the right 

to a fair hearing, is only restricted in human rights and ad hoc tribunal jurisprudence 

through a proportionality assessment that looks to whether the restriction is in service 

of a sufficiently important objective that must impair the right no more than is 

necessary to accomplish the objective.̂ ^^ International jurisprudence reveals several 

examples where a party's right to be heard was found to be validly circumscribed.̂ ^^ 

58. In our view, the issue turns on whether Mr Katanga had an adequate opportunity 

to be heard, which in turn relates to whether he had certainty as to when he had to file 

the Defence Motion. 

59. Under the European Convention the need for certainty is an indispensable 

element of a right to a fair hearing. The ECtHR stated that "[t]he right to a fair hearing 

before a tribunal as guaranteed by Article 6 § 1 of the Convention must be interpreted 

in the light of the Preamble to the Convention, which declares, among other things. 

'̂° For example, it is agreed in principle that it is acceptable to deny an applicant of the right to be 
heard on the merits of his or her motion when it is filed outside a clearly defined time limit and an 
extension of fime is not merited (e.g. see regulafion 35 of the Regulations of the Court). Several such 
time limits are indicated in the Regulations of the Court. E.g. regulation 34 (responses and replies); 
regulation 50 (specific fime limits for victims and State parties); regulation 58 (1) (fime limits for 
appeals under Rule 150); and regulation 64 (2) (fime limits for appeals under Rule 154). 
^ ^ Principles and Guidelines, p. 2. 
^̂^ For example, the ECtHR has consistently found in the limiting defence disclosure context that "only 
such measures restricting the rights of the defence which are strictly necessary are permissible under 
Article 6 § 1" and that "in order to ensure that the accused receives a fair trial, any difficulfies caused to 
the defence by a limitation on its rights must be sufficiently counterbalanced by the procedures 
followed by the judicial authorifies". ECtHR, Grand Chamber, Edwards and Lewis v. United Kingdom, 
"Judgment", 27 October 2004, application nos. 39647/98 and 40461/98, paras 46, 48; ECtHR, Grand 
Chamber, Jasper v. United Kingdom, "Judgment", 16 February 2000, application no. 27052/95, para. 
52; ECtHR, Grand Chamber, Rowe and Davis v. United Kingdom, "Judgment", 16 February 2000, 
application no. 28901/95, para. 61; ECtHR, Grand Chamber, Fitt v. United Kingdom, 16 February 
2000, application no. 29777/96, para. 45. See also ICTY, Appeals Chamber, Prosecutor v. Slobodan 
Milosevic, Decision on Interlocutory Appeal of the Trial Chamber's Decision on the Assignment of 
Defence Counsel, 1 November 2004, IT-02-54-AR73.7, para. 17 (restrictions on fundamental right like 
right to self-representation guided by "some variant of a basic proportionality principle"). 
^̂^ The Appeals Chamber has previously held that a party has no right to be heard in a case where the 
reason arguments were not considered because the party's original submissions on the same matters 
lacked specificity. Prosecutor v. Germain Katanga, "Judgment on the appeal of the Prosecutor against 
the decision of Pre-Trial Chamber I entified 'First Decision on the Prosecution. Request for 
Authorisafion to Redact Witness Statements'", 13 May 2008, ICC-01/04-01/07-475 (OA), para. 108. 
The ICTY Appeals Chamber found no error when the prosecufion was denied a right to an oral hearing 
in a situafion when all their basic arguments were made in a written motion that required no oral 
supplement. Prosecutor v. Goran Jelisic, "Judgement", 5 July 2001, IT-95-10-A, para. 25. 
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the rule of law to be part of the common heritage of the Contracting States. One of the 

fundamental aspects of the rule of law is the principle of legal certainty". In the 

ECtHR the standard of "lawfulness" is set by the Convention. The standard "requires 

that all law be sufficiently precise to avoid all risk of arbitrariness and to allow the 

citizen - if need be, with appropriate advice - to foresee, to a degree that is reasonable 

in the circumstances of the case, the consequences which a given action may 

entail."^ ̂ ' 

60. Thus, in order to achieve certainty, a Chamber, when faced with an issue that is 

not regulated by a relevant legal provision, should compensate for the lack of such a 

provision that would otherwise provide certainty. In doing so, the Chamber provides 

the necessary certainty and predictability to the parties and it ensures that the 

proceedings are properly organised. This in turn guarantees due respect for the rights 

of the parties. In this respect. Chambers should have in place a clear policy which will 

indicate to the parties how it expects the proceedings to unfold and in particular, as far 

as the issue at stake is concerned, that parties are expected to file motions, not 

otherwise regulated by law, whenever they are in a position to effectively exercise 

their right. This is an assessment that depends primarily on the facts of each particular 

case. 

61. In the case in hand, the Trial Chamber found that the Defence Motion was filed 

too late. The result of its conclusions, even though it did not expressly say it, must 

have been that Mr Katanga was adequately on notice that his motion should have been 

filed at a much earlier phase in the proceedings, in particular, even at the pre-trial 

phase. We cannot agree. As put by the Majority, the question is "whether Mr Katanga 

was adequately put on notice that he should have raised the issue of his allegedly 

unlawful pre-surrender arrest and detention earlier",^ ̂ ^ and, in our view, that failure to 

do so would render his application inadmissible. In addition, whether he had 

reasonable grounds for not filing his motion earlier. In our view, although Mr Katanga 

may have missed earlier opportunities when he could have filed the Defence Motion, 

it does not follow that his filing was too late (or not within a reasonable time), when 

he had not been clearly advised as to when 'too late' would be. Three groups of 

'̂ "̂  ECtHR, Grand Chamber, Medvedyev and Others v. France, "Judgment", 29 March 2010, 
application no. 3394/03, para. 80. 
^̂^ Majority Judgment, para. 58. 
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proceedings will be examined; the pre-trial phase, the trial phase and detention 

reviews. 

(i) Pre-Trial Phase 

62. As seen above, the Trial Chamber established a requirement that the Defence 

Motion should have been filed during the pre-trial phase. It admonished Mr Katanga 

for not having done so. However, the record illustrates that Mr Katanga's conduct in 

this respect cannot be faulted. Indeed, Mr Katanga may have acted on interpretations 

of the law and statements made by the Pre-Trial Chamber and certainly had not been 

advised that he was required to file his motion at this time. 

63. Mr Katanga raised this issue from the very earliest moment, his first appearance 

in Court, on 22 October 2007.^^^ Thereafter, he requested the Pre-Trial Chamber's 

assistance in order to obtain relevant information from the authorities of the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo (hereinafter: "DRC") and sought its guidance as to 

the time limits for filing his motion (see further below).^^^ The Pre-Trial Chamber 

made statements in this respect, based on its interpretation that the issues raised 

related to jurisdiction. In addition, the information sought from the DRC was only 

received by Mr Katanga on 28 August 2008, which was after the conclusion of the 

confirmation hearing (which ended on 16 July 2008), and during the 60 day period 

provided to the Pre-Trial Chamber to issue its written decision.^^^ In the result, this 

was approximately one month before the issuance ofthat confirmation decision on 30 

September 2008.^^^ 

64. It seems clear to us that the Trial Chamber criticised Mr Katanga for failing to 

take advantage of opportunities to file his motion during the pre-trial phase, despite 

'̂ ^ See Impugned Decision, para. 43. 
^̂^ During the initial appearance, Mr Katanga was invited by the Pre-Trial Chamber to submit his 
arguments in wrifing. Mr Katanga filed an applicafion, on 7 April 2008, with a view to obtaining the 
DRC's cooperation in providing documents to substanfiate his allegations. In view of his concern as to 
the deadline by which he had to file his applicafion, the Pre-Trial Chamber, on 17 April 2008, stated 
that, even if he did not obtain the documents before the confirmation hearing, this would not affect his 
right to make his challenge under article 19, the Pre-Trial Chamber having characterized the matter as 
falling under that provision. Further statements were made by the Pre-Trial Chamber in an ex parte 
decision of 25 April 2008 and during a hearing on 14 May 2008. See Impugned Decision, paras 43-45. 
^̂^ Regulation 53 of the Regulations of the Court. 
^̂^ "Decision on the confirmafion of charges", 30 September 2008, ICC-01/04-01/07-717, (Public 
Redacted Version). 
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the fact that it accepted that it would consider the opportunities at the trial phase.^^^ It 

seems also clear that the Trial Chamber took this into account in its overall 

assessment of the case.̂ ^^ In our view, and having considered the facts, in particular 

the Pre-Trial Chamber's statements to Mr Katanga based on its interpretation of the 

law, the Trial Chamber erred in taking those possibilities into account. Mr Katanga 

had not been advised, before the issuance of the Impugned Decision, that he should 

have filed his motion during the pre-trial phase. He relied on the Pre-Trial Chamber's 

interpretation of the law and respected the view taken in this regard by the Pre-Trial 

Chamber, which was seised of the case prior to the trial phase. Nevertheless, he was 

admonished. In our view it was an error to sanction Mr Katanga for procedural 

behaviour that was in compliance with a view of a Chamber which was at the relevant 

time seised of his case. The Trial Chamber's criticism of his failure to raise the matter 

during that phase is, therefore, unwarranted. Although it is true that Mr Katanga 

received the information sought from the DRC one month before the confirmation of 

charges decision was issued by the Pre-Trial Chamber,^^^ it is not unreasonable that in 

these circumstances he did not file the Defence Motion before that Chamber, in 

particular as that Chamber had indicated that he could file it later. 

(ii) Trial Phase 

65. Turning to the trial phase, indeed the Trial Chamber's main criticism seems to 

be, as it states at the outset of its analysis on this phase, "that, between its constitution 

on 24 October 2008 and the hearing held by it on 1 June 2009, at no time did the 

Defence for Germain Katanga raise with it the matter of the unlawfulness of the 

latter's detention, despite having several opportunities to do so."^^^ Our study of the 

record has not uncovered any instances where Mr Katanga advised the Trial Chamber 

that he intended to raise this matter (that is, before the Hearing of 1 June 2009). 

Neither has Mr Katanga asserted that this was the case. However, as stated above, the 

question is whether he knew he had to raise the issue earlier. The Trial Chamber, in 

the Impugned Decision, did not expressly consider whether Mr Katanga had such 

notice. Rather, it largely focused on the opportunities that were available to him in 

addition to the Order of 13 November 2008. In considering those opportunities, the 

^̂ ° Impugned Decision, paras 48-50. 
^̂^ See Impugned Decision, paras 48, 66. 
^̂^ See above, para. 63. 
^̂^ Impugned Decision, para. 51. 
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Trial Chamber referred to the Order of 13 November 2008, the status conferences of 

27 and 28 November 2008 and 3 February 2009 and its reviews of Mr Katanga's 

detention as required under article 60. The Majority Judgment, however, considered 

whether Mr Katanga had adequate notice, and in doing so relied heavily on the Order 

of 13 November 2008.̂ "̂* In our view, we must now consider whether Mr Katanga had 

adequate notice and certainty as to when he had to raise this issue during the trial 

phase. 

66. In the Order of 13 November 2008, the Trial Chamber, pursuant to article 64 (2) 

and 64 (3) (a) and regulation 28 (2) "address[ed] a list of questions to the participants 

and the Registry [.. .]",^^^ requesting answers thereto which they could then expand on 

in status conferences to be later convened. It "further invite[d] the participants and the 

Registry to add a second part to their Written Response setting out the issues and 

observations which they would deem relevant and on which they would like the 

Chamber to rule."^^^ In the list of questions, it included a question as to whether "the 

Defence [has] any observations to make concerning the conditions of detention of the 

accused". *̂ ^ Mr Katanga submitted the "Defence Response to the Order dated 13 

November 2008" in which he did not raise issues other than those in the "list of 

questions" and otherwise, responded to the latter question by indicating gratitude for 

the arrangement of a visit from his family, making no observations on the conditions 

of his detention. ̂ ^̂  

67. As stated, the Majority focused on this order, finding that it "sufficiently put Mr 

Katanga on notice that he had to raise the issue of the lawfulness of his pre-surrender 

arrest and detention in his written observations due on 24 November 2008 or at the 

subsequent status conference."^^^ It is also notable that nowhere in the Impugned 

Decision does the Trial Chamber itself rely on the Order of 13 November 2008 as 

establishing a deadline. It is only in paragraph 65 of the Impugned Decision that the 

Trial Chamber implicitly refers to this order when stating that by "not filing its 

Motion until seven months after the initial invitation to the Defence to submit to the 

^̂"̂  Majority Judgment, paras 59-62. 
^̂^ Order of 13 November 2008, para. 3. 
^̂^ Order of 13 November 2008, para. 5. 
*̂^ Order of 13 November 2008, para. 10. 
^̂^ ICC-01/04-01/07-763, 24 November 2008, p. 3. 
^̂^ Majority Judgment, para. 62. 
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Chamber the relevant issues on which it wished the latter to rule, the Defence has not 

met the aforementioned obligation in regard to the expeditiousness, despite the many 

opportunities subsequently provided to if'. Indeed, the reference to "the many 

opportunities subsequently provided to [Mr Katanga]" is also indicative of the fact 

that the Trial Chamber did not consider the Order of 13 November 2008 to establish a 

time limit. Rather, as stated above, it seemed to focus on expeditiousness and the 

opportunities that Mr Katanga purportedly had. In addition, it is noted that although 

the title on the cover page of the document refers to an "order", the participants were, 

in fact, in paragraph 5 ofthat order, invited to raise issues with the Trial Chamber. ̂ ^̂  

They were not ordered to do so. 

68. It is also striking to compare the wording (albeit also not wholly clear) in the 

Impugned Decision with the unclear wording of the Order of 13 November 2008. In 

our view, that order lacked certainty both as to deadlines and any possible policy that 

the Trial Chamber may have established in relation to how it intended to deal with 

such issues. In this respect, there was a distinct lack of certainty as to the expected 

procedural behaviour of Mr Katanga. As a result, we cannot agree with the Majority 

that the Order of 13 November 2008 provided Mr Katanga with adequate notice. 

69. As for whether certainty was provided in any other manner, the following facts 

further illustrate our conclusion that the Trial Chamber established neither a clear time 

limit nor a policy. 

70. In the hearing on 27 and 28 November 2008, which followed the Order of 13 

November 2008, the Trial Chamber did not state that no further issues could be raised 

during or after that hearing.^^^ Indeed, albeit his written submissions were due to have 

been filed on 24 November 2008,^^^ the Trial Chamber did not object to Mr Katanga 

bringing up the issue of admissibility, which had not been discussed in those written 

submissions, during the status conference on 28 November 2008.̂ "̂ "̂  The Trial 

Chamber, in the Impugned Decision, also stated that Mr Katanga did not introduce the 

^̂ ° Order of 13 November 2008, p. 1 (tifie), para. 5. 
^̂ ' See ICC-01/04-01/07-T-52 ENG, 27 November 2008; ICC-01/04-01/07-T-53 ENG, 28 November 
2008 (hereinafter: "Status Conference of 28 November 2008"). 
^̂^ Order of 13 November 2008, p. 11. 
^̂^ Status Conference of 28 November 2008, pp. 49-52. 
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issue of his unlawful detention during the status conference on 3 February 2009.̂ "̂̂  

However, again, the Trial Chamber did not indicate to Mr Katanga, at the time, that 

this could be problematic.^^^ 

71. Later, the Trial Chamber scheduled the Hearing of 1 June 2009 in order to deal 

with Mr Katanga's admissibility challenge. At the end ofthat hearing, Mr Katanga's 

counsel stated that he intended to file an application regarding the unlawfulness of his 

detention. When asked by the Presiding Judge when it would be filed, as "time is 

running", he replied that it would be "by the end of the month". ̂ ^̂  Just after, the 

Presiding Judge stated that "[...] it would have been more expeditious to file that 

motion earlier [.. .]".^'^^ When counsel for Mr Katanga responded by stating that "[...] 

[they would] do [their] utmost to get this motion before [the Chamber] really as soon 

as [they could]",^^^ the Presiding Judge responded by saying: "Well, then, do your 

best even more". The Presiding Judge also asked his fellow judges, at the end of the 

hearing, whether they had anything to add. They indicated that they did not. 

Assuming, arguendo, that the Order of 13 November 2008 was sufficient to put Mr 

Katanga properly on notice, this subsequent exchange, during that hearing, overrode 

that order and revealed acceptance by the Presiding Judge that the filing was not 

problematic. The Chamber thereby indicated that the motion would be accepted when 

filed and that it was not out of time. In fact, one could even consider that the Presiding 

Judge, through what he stated, established a deadline for the motion in question, 

though not a fatal one given the aforesaid comment he made at the hearing (i.e.: 

"Well, then, do your best even more"). Further, if the Trial Chamber was aware that 

the motion would be too late when filed at the end of June 2009, or that it had 

imposed a deadline of the sort understood by the Majority in the Order of 13 

November 2008, then one would have expected it to have stated that it would reject 

the intended filing or, at the very least, to have expressed some real concern. It did 

not. 

72. Even if one takes the view that the Trial Chamber could not necessarily be 

expected to respond definitively to an issue raised in a hearing without prior warning. 

^̂^ Impugned Decision, para. 53. 
^̂^ See "Status Conference", 3 February 2009, ICC-01/04-01/07-T-56 ENG. 
*̂^ Hearing of 1 June 2009, p. 118. 
^̂^ Hearing of 1 June 2009, p. 118. 
^̂^ Hearing of 1 June 2009, p. 119. 

No: ICC-01/04-01/07 OA 10 33/49 

ICC-01/04-01/07-2297  29-07-2010  33/49  SL T  OA10

Provided by WorldCourts | International Case Law Database | worldcourts.com



the first time it became clear to the parties that there was a problem was in the 

Impugned Decision, a decision rendered more than five months after the Hearing of 1 

June 2009.̂ ^^ The fact that the Trial Chamber issued several decisions in the 

intervening period, rather than illustrating a concern that the Defence Motion had 

been filed too late, instead demonstrated that the Trial Chamber intended to consider 

the matter on its merits. In this regard, the Trial Chamber granted a request by the 

Prosecutor on 7 July 2009̂ "̂ ^ for access to the report filed by the Registrar concerning 

the execution of the warrant of arrest.̂ "̂ ^ On 25 August 2009, it issued decisions 

inviting the Registrŷ "̂ ^ and the DRĈ ^̂  to file observations. The Trial Chamber later 

granted a Prosecutor request to file an additional authority,̂ "*"* this new authority was 

filed on 6 October 2009.̂ "̂ ^ It should be emphasised that all of the observations 

submitted to the Trial Chamber dealt with the merits of the Defence Motion and did 

not touch upon the issue of timing, presumably because no indications had been given 

by the Chamber that this was an issue. Moreover, the fact that the Trial Chamber 

sought submissions from both the DRC and the Registry illustrates even more clearly 

that the Trial Chamber must have been inclined to entertain the merits of the Defence 

Motion, as such orders must have been directed towards receiving substantive 

submissions on the merits. 

73. It is unusual that, in a case where the Trial Chamber seems to assume that it 

should have been clear to Mr Katanga that the Defence Motion was late, it itself 

seems to have been under the impression, until at least the start of October 2009, the 

date of the last preliminary decision on the issue before the Impugned Decision, that 

the application could be considered on its merits. Indeed, the Decision Delaying the 

Hearing on the Merits relies on the need to dispose of the Defence Motion as being 

^̂ ^ See also the "Second Preliminary Remark" above. 
'"̂ ^ "Prosecution request for re-classificafion of Report of the Registrar", ICC-01/04-01/07-1276, paras 
5-6. 
^̂^ "Ordonnance autorisant la reclassification d'un rapport du Greffe (norme 23 bis du Règlement de 
la Cour)", 15 July 2009, ICC-01/04-01/07-1306. 
''̂ ^ "Decision Inviting Observafions from the Registry on Germain Katanga's Application for a 
Declarafion on Unlawful Detention or Stay of Proceedings", ICC-01/04-01/07-1425-tENG. 
"̂̂^ "Decision Invifing Observations from the Democratic Republic of the Congo on Germain Katanga's 

Applicafion for a Declarafion on Unlawful Detenfion or Stay of Proceedings", ICC-01/04-01/07-1426-
tENG. 
'"̂ "̂  Impugned Decision, para. 14. See also "Prosecufion Request Pursuant to Regulafion 28 for Leave to 
Present Addifional Authority Regarding 'Defence mofion for a declaration of unlawful detenfion and 
stay of proceedings'", 4 September 2009, ICC-01/04-01/07-1455. 
"̂̂^ "Prosecufion's submission of additional authority regarding 'Defence mofion for a declarafion of 

unlawful detenfion and stay of proceedings'", ICC-01/04-01/07-1511. 
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one of the reasons why it needs to postpone the trial. The need to dispose of the 

Defence Motion is not, it must be acknowledged, the main reason, but nevertheless it 

is one of the reasons. Again, one may question why, if it was clear that it was already 

too late by this stage, which it should have been if there was a deadline or relevant 

policy in place, this would have been such a deciding factor. 

74. The lack of certainty is also apparent when one looks at the Trial Chamber's 

inconsistent approach. The Trial Chamber, in relation to admissibility, explicitly 

decided that, although the "Motion Challenging the Admissibility of the Case by the 

Defence of Germain Katanga, pursuant to Article 19 (2) (a) of the Statute"^ "̂^ 

(hereinafter: "Admissibility Challenge") was late, it nevertheless would consider that 

challenge. It found that such challenges must be filed before the Pre-Trial Chamber,̂ '̂ '̂  

but it excused Mr Katanga's late filing, before the Trial Chamber, because of the 

ambiguity of the relevant provisions and the indications that the Pre-Trial Chamber 

had given Mr Katanga}^^ As a result, it considered the Admissibility Challenge on its 

merits.̂ "̂ ^ The Trial Chamber found: 

The Chamber is of the view that the reasons given do not excuse the late filing 
of the Motion. It should indeed be pointed out that strategic considerations 
invoked by parties cannot by themselves justify the filing of a document out of 
time. However, in the opinion of the Chamber, and in view of the ambiguity of 
the provisions of the Statute and of the Rules, there are reasonable grounds to 
believe that the Defence was never aware that it was filing the Motion out of 
time and that it was not its intention to do so. On the contrary, the position 
adopted by the Pre-Trial Chamber at the ex parte hearings may even have led 
the Defence to believe that a challenge, based on any of the grounds set out in 
article 17(1), could be brought under article 19 of the Statute after the 
confirmation of charges. ̂ ^̂  

75. It is not clear why the Trial Chamber considered that ambiguity in the latter 

instance would nevertheless allow it to consider the merits ofthat challenge, whereas 

ambiguity in the instant case would not. This is all the more so, since the Trial 

^̂^ ICC-01/04-01/07-891-Conf-Exp., 10 February 2009. The public redacted version is dated 11 March 
2009. 
^̂ '̂  Save for challenges based only on ne bis in idem, which could be allowed with the leave of the Trial 
Chamber and "only in exceptional circumstances", "Reasons for the Oral Decision on the Mofion 
Challenging the Admissibility of the Case (Article 19 of the Statute)", ICC-01/04-01/07-1213-tENG, 
16 June 2009, para. 49 (hereinafter: "Reasons for Decision on Admissibility"). 
^̂^ Reasons for Decision on Admissibility, paras 56-58. 
'"̂ ^ Reasons for Decision on Admissibility, para. 56. 
^̂ ° Reasons for Decision on Admissibility, para. 56. 
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Chamber, in that case, specifically recalled the position of the Pre-Trial Chamber that 

"may have led the Defence to believe that a challenge, based on any of the grounds 

set out in article 17(1), could be brought under article 19 of the Statute after the 

confirmation of the charges."^^^ In the instant case, and as illustrated above, there 

seems to have been sufficient "ambiguity of the provisions of the Statute and of the 

Rules" for the Trial Chamber itself to have appeared to have initially proceeded on the 

basis that it would consider the merits of the Defence Motion. Indeed, there was not 

only ambiguity but also a clear absence of a provision regulating the timing of the 

filing of the Defence Motion. 

76. Finally, even if the Trial Chamber had intended for the Order of 13 November 

2008 to alert Mr Katanga to the fact that he had to file the Defence Motion earlier, this 

was the first time that the timing of such motions had been considered. In such 

circumstances, it seems reasonable to us that the Trial Chamber should have followed 

the approach taken in relation to the Admissibility Motion, clarifying the law and 

considering the merits. This was, in fact, the predictable approach that Mr Katanga 

could have expected, based on the Trial Chamber's past practice. 

(iii) Detention Reviews 

11, The Trial Chamber also relied on reviews of detention as providing Mr Katanga 

with opportunities to raise the issue of his alleged pre-surrender unlawful arrest and 

detention. ̂ ^̂  At the same time, the Trial Chamber itself acknowledged that IVIr 

Katanga was not required to raise the issues in the Defence Motion in the context of 

these reviews and that he "doubtless considered that the detention then under review 

covered only the period starting with his arrival at the Court's Detention Centre on 18 

October 2007".^^^ Nevertheless, the Trial Chamber went on to use the fact of those 

hearings in support of its assertion that they were opportunities for when Mr Katanga 

should have raised the issue. Surprisingly, it also referred to filings that took place 

after the filing of the Defence Motion, and after the issuance of the Impugned 

^̂^ Reasons for Decision on Admissibility, para. 56. 
^̂^ Impugned Decision, paras 54-58. 
^̂^ Impugned Decision, para. 58. 
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Decision, as being occasions when Mr Katanga could feasibly have filed his 

motion. ̂ "̂̂  

78. It is not disputed that Mr Katanga may have had opportunities for raising the 

issue, but that is not the same as saying that he was required to raise this issue at that 

time. Indeed, the Trial Chamber's continued reliance and referral to hearings during 

which Mr Katanga could have raised this issue do nothing but illustrate the lack of 

certainty as to when the cut off date would have been. It was not clear when was too 

late. If 30 June 2009 (the date of filing of the Defence Motion) was too late, then one 

may legitimately question why the Trial Chamber would refer to filings after that date 

in weighing up the opportunities that Mr Katanga had to raise the issue. 

Conclusion as to Adequate Notice 

79. The facts, as presented in the previous paragraphs, demonstrate that the Trial 

Chamber had neither a clear policy in place nor had it fixed a clear deadline, both of 

which would have provided Mr Katanga with certainty as to when the Defence 

Motion was due to be filed. Mr Katanga was, accordingly, deprived of certainty in 

relation to the Trial Chamber's expectations of his procedural behaviour. 

80. Although the Trial Chamber refers to several possibilities for when the Defence 

Motion could have been raised, it did not state with clarity when it would have been 

too late. It found that seven months constituted an unjustified delay; this, despite the 

fact that Mr Katanga could not have known that this was the case. Had the delay been 

five or six months (or any number of months), Mr Katanga would still not have 

known that this was unreasonable, without the Chamber having indicated its approach 

in advance. The examples given by the Trial Chamber indeed illustrate, if anything, a 

lack of certainty itself as to when the motion had been due, a conclusion which sits 

uncomfortably with a finding that it should have been clear to Mr Katanga. This is 

further illustrated by the events and indications by the Trial Chamber surrounding the 

actual filing of the Defence Motion which were not of the sort that would have caused 

him to be concerned as to the timing of his filing, nor to the extent that he would have 

felt the need to argue that his motion should be accepted as being on time. 

^̂^ Impugned Decision, para. 56. 
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81. We also cannot agree with the Majority Judgment's reliance on the Order of 13 

November 2009, its finding that that order was sufficiently clear to have put Mr 

Katanga on notice that he had to file his motion by a certain time and its reliance on 

the other opportunities that were available to Mr Katanga. None of this meets the 

standard required to ensure a fair trial, notwithstanding the fact that it is accepted that 

limitations on the right to be heard may be imposed. In this respect, we accept that the 

Trial Chamber can regulate its proceedings. But in this case, the Trial Chamber did 

not indicate with sufficient certainty when and under what conditions motions were to 

be filed. Clarity for the participants is an essential element of a fair trial and in this 

case, it was not provided. 

(c) The Fundamental Nature of the Right in Question 

82. The Trial Chamber's error is also manifested by the complete disregard of the 

fundamental nature of Mr Katanga's right to be heard in relation to an alleged 

violation of his right to liberty. The underlying allegation in the Defence Motion is 

that of unlawful arrest and detention. The right of detainees to have the lawfulness of 

their arrest or detention reviewed by a court of law and to be released if the detention 

is found to be unlawful is an integral part of the right to liberty, and is enshrined in the 

major human rights instruments.̂ ^^ The lACtHR has recognised the fundamental 

nature of this right and has stated that it must be protected even in emergency 

situations.̂ ^^ Even though not all jurisdictions find this right to be non-derogable,̂ ^^ 

fundamental rights, like the right to challenge unlawful detention, can only be 

restricted through a proportionality assessment that looks to whether the restriction is 

in service of a sufficiently important objective that must impair the right no more than 

^̂^ Internafional Covenant on Civil and Polifical Rights, 16 December 1966, 999 United Nations Treaty 
Series 14668, art. 9 (4); 1950 Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms, art. 5 (4); American Convenfion on Human Rights "Pact of San Jose, Costa Rica", 22 
November 1969, 1144 United Nafions Treaty Series 17955, art. 7 (6). 
^̂^ lACtHR, Habeas Corpus in Emergency Situations (Art 27.2 and 7.6 of the ACHR), "Advisory 
Opinion", 30 January 1987, Series A, no. 8, para. 33; more recently, see, lACtHR, Castillo Petruzzi et 
al. V. Peru, "Judgment", 30 May 1999, para. 187 (stating "of the essenfial judicial guarantees not 
subject to derogation or suspension, habeas corpus is the proper remedy in reassuring that a person's 
life and physical integrity are respected, in prevenfing his disappearance or the keeping of his 
whereabouts secret and in protecfing him against torture or other cruel, inhumane, or degrading 
punishment or treatment."). 
^̂  E.g. United States, Article 1 Section 9 of United States Constitufion, adopted on 17 September 1787 

("The privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in Cases of 
Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety may require it") (emphasis added). 

No: ICC-01/04-01/07 OA 10 38/49 

ICC-01/04-01/07-2297  29-07-2010  38/49  SL T  OA10

Provided by WorldCourts | International Case Law Database | worldcourts.com



is necessary to accomplish the objective.̂ ^^ Thus, international human rights law 

recognises the right of a detained person to challenge the legality of arrest and 

detention;̂ ^^ as a result, the right to judicial review of the lawfulness of arrest and 

detention is violated whenever a detained person is not allowed access to courts for 

judicial review of his or her detention.̂ ^^ In addition, the detaining authorities are put 

under an obligation to provide prompt and automatic review of detention^^^ by a court 

having the power to order the release of the detainee. An application challenging the 

legality of arrest and subsequent detention must be heard promptly even if the court 

^̂^ See ICTY, Appeals Chamber, Prosecutor v. Slobodan Milosevic, Decision on Interlocutory Appeal 
of the Trial Chamber's Decision on the Assignment of Defence Counsel, 1 November 2004, IT-02-54-
AR73.7, para. 17 (citing a variety of national and regional human rights jurisprudence to support the 
idea that "any restriction of a fundamental right must be in service of 'a sufficiently important 
objective,' and must 'impair the right... no more than is necessary to accomplish the objective.'"). 
*̂^ As noted by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the right to habeas corpus and prompt 
recourse to a court enshrined in articles 7 and 25 of the American Convention of Human Rights "are 
among those judicial remedies that are essential for the protection of various rights whose derogation is 
prohibited by article 27 (2) - the non derogation clause - of the Convention" in that they serve to 
"preserve legality in a democratic society". lACtHR, Habeas Corpus in Emergency Situations (Arts. 27 
(2) and 7 (6) of the American Convention on Human Rights), Advisory Opinion OC-8/87, January 30, 
1987, Inter-Am. Ct. H.R, (Ser. A) No.8 (1987), para. 42. The Court held that articles 25 and 7 of the 
ACHR were so fundamental that they could be implied into article 27 (2) - the non derogation clause 
of the ACHR - in spite of the fact that they were not expressly mentioned in that provision. 
Specifically, article 27 states that "everyone has the right to simple and prompt recourse, or any other 
effecfive recourse, to a competent court or tribunal for protection against acts that violate his 
fundamental rights recognized by [...] this Convenfion". See also, lACtHR, Martin Javier Roca Casas 
V. Peru, OEA/Ser.L/V/II.98, doc. 6 rev., 13 April 1998, para. 95; Inter-American Commission on 
Human Rights, Camilo Alarcon Espinoza, Sara Luz Mozombite, Jeronimo Villar Salome, Daniel 
Huaman Amcifuen v. Peru, cases 10.941, 10.942, 10.944, 10.945, Report No. 40/97, 
OEA/Ser.L/V/II.95 Doc. 7 rev. at 780 (1997), paras 93-95. Similarly, the ECtHR has stated that article 
5 (4) of the European Convention entities a detained person to a review of the procedural and 
substantive conditions which are essential to the lawfulness of his detention, see ECtHR, Court, Brogan 
6 others v. United Kingdom, Judgment, 29 November 1988, application no. 11209/84; 11234/84; 
11266/84; 11386/85, para. 65; ECtHR, Assenov & others v. Bulgaria, Judgment, 28 October 1998, 
application no. 90/1997/874/1086, para. 162; ECtHR, Vodenicarov v. Slovenia, Judgment, application 
no. 24530/94, 21 December 2000, para. 33. 
^̂^ I ACHR (Commission), Luis Lizardo Cabrera v. Dominican Republic, 13 April 1998, 
OEA/Ser.L/V/II.98, doc. 6 rev., para. 110; Human Rights Committee, Hammel v. Madagascar, 
"Views", CCPR/C/29/D/155/1983, 3 April 1987, para. 20. The Appeals Chamber of the ICTR in the 
Barayagwiza case, for instance, has emphasised that the "right to be heard on the [writ of habeas 
corpus] is an entirely separate issue from the underlying legality of the initial detention" and that an 
applicant's right is violated if the writ is not heard. Prosecutor v. Jean-Bosco Barayagwiza, 
"Decision", 3 November 1999, ICTR-97-19-AR-72, para. 89. At paragraph 88, the ICTR Appeals 
Chamber states: "[a]lthough neither the Statute nor the Rules specifically address writs of habeas 
corpus as such, the notion that a detained individual shall have recourse to an independent judicial 
officer for review of the detaining authority's acts is well-established by the Statute and Rules" and that 
"this right allows the detainee to have the legality of the detention reviewed by the judiciary". 
'̂ ^ Automatic in the sense of not being dependent on an application made by the detainee. See also 
article 60 (3) of the Statute; lACtHR, Judicial Guarantees in States of Emergency (Arts. 27(2), 25 and 
8 American Convention on Human Rights), "Advisory Opinion OC-9/87", January 30, 1987, Series A 
No.9. At paragraph 24 the Court stated that: "for such a remedy to exist, it is not sufficient that it be 
provided for by the Consfitution or by law or that it be formally recognised, but rather it must be truly 
effecfive in establishing whether there has been a violafion of human rights and in providing redress". 

No: ICC-01/04-01/07 OA 10 39/49 

ICC-01/04-01/07-2297  29-07-2010  39/49  SL T  OA10

Provided by WorldCourts | International Case Law Database | worldcourts.com



ultimately rejects the application as having no merit. The extent of the protections 

afforded a detained person in this arena are therefore extensive. A failure to consider 

such a motion will not necessarily advance the fairness of the trial nor be in the 

interests of judicial economy. Indeed, an unheard application for judicial review of 

detention could cause irremediable harm to the accused and call into question the 

overall fairness of the proceedings. In this regard, if dismissed, this will enable the 

trial to proceed without the semblance of unfairness, while if upheld, the Chamber 

avoids injustice to the accused and the waste of judicial resources. Such an approach 
169 

is thus generally in the interests of the fair administration of justice. 

83. It is, however, not suggested that the right to be heard on such a motion 

overrides the right of the Trial Chamber to regulate its proceedings to ensure that the 

trial proceeds in a fair and expeditious manner. But, the Chamber should consider the 

fundamental nature of this right in reaching its decision as to whether to consider the 

matter. It must weigh this up together with the other factors that must be considered in 

this balancing exercise under article 64 (2). The burden placed on the Trial Chamber 

pursuant to this provision requires it to ensure that the fair administration of justice is 

upheld at all times. In some cases, this may mean that the Trial Chamber may have to 

exercise its discretion in favour of hearing a motion, even where the party in question 

has failed to take advantage of earlier opportunities offered by the Chamber. This is 

the case where there would be no effective remedy for the violation of the accused 

person's rights at the end of the trial. ̂ ^̂  It would not be enough to say that the accused 

person has a right to compensation at the end of the trial if the violations against him 

were such as to warrant a termination of the proceedings at an earlier stage. Therefore, 

in appropriate cases, the Trial Chamber must hear a motion simply because it is in the 

interests of the administration of justice to do so. The Trial Chamber must not abuse 

^̂^ See the approach adopted in ICTR, Appeals Chamber, Prosecutor v. Barayagwiza, "Decision", 3 
November 1999, ICTR-97-19-AR72, para. 72. The Appeals Chamber in deciding that the motion filed 
by the accused requesfing a stay of proceedings on the grounds of gross violations of fundamental 
human rights was admissible stated: "Given that the Appeals is of the opinion that to proceed with the 
trial of the Appellant would amount to an act of injustice, we see no purpose in denying the Appellant's 
appeal, forcing him to undergo a lengthy and costiy trial, only to have him raise, once again the very 
issues currently pending before this Chamber. Moreover, in the event the Appellant was to be acquitted 
after trial we can foresee no effective remedy for the violation of his rights." 
^̂^ ICTR, Appeals Chamber, Prosecutor v. Barayagwiza, "Decision", 3 November 1999, ICTR-97-19-
AR72, para. 72. 
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its discretion, but rather must be flexible in its assessment of the competing interests 

and must balance them carefully. 

84. In this case, the Trial Chamber failed to give sufficient weight to the nature of 

the Defence Motion. If it had done so, together with the other factors, it would have 

seen the need to consider the matter on its merits. The Appeals Chamber has stated 

that "human rights underpin the Statute [...] first and foremost, in the context of the 

Statute, the right to a fair trial, a concept broadly perceived and applied, embracing 

the judicial process in its entirety".̂ "̂̂  In this context, it is difficult to conceive how 

the issues underlying the Defence Motion, i.e. an allegation of unlawful detention, 

which is of such a fundamental nature, would not have an impact on the concept of a 

fair trial, and which, together with the other issues, would not have led the Trial 

Chamber to consider it on the merits. The Trial Chamber stated that "[i]t is in the 

interests of all, and primarily the suspects who have been deprived of their liberty, 

that the issue of the possible unlawfulness of their detention be raised and addressed 

as early as possible during the pre-trial phase". ̂ ^̂  Expedition is certainly in the 

interests of suspects, as long as there is no impact on their right to liberty and it does 

not deprive them of the right to be heard by a court of law. For the sake of 

expeditiousness, Mr Katanga was denied the right to be heard on an issue of a 

fundamental nature and directly related to the deprivation of his liberty. 

(d) Mr Katanga's Strategy 

85. Regarding his strategy, Mr Katanga argues: 

The Defence was cautious in its treatment of the issue of stay of proceedings 
given the radical nature of this remedy. The Defence was concerned to ensure 
that such a motion should be filed on a proper foundation and with a proper 
legal and evidential basis. It considered the matter one of complexity. It also had 
to consider carefully the appropriate moment for seeking a declaration for the 
purposes of mitigation and compensation, matters which may properly arise at a 
later stage in the proceedings. The final decision to file its motion was deferred 
until it had gathered all the relevant elements. This appeared wise also in the 
light of the correlation between this issue and the issue of the admissibility of 

^̂"̂  Prosecutor v. Thomas Lubanga Dyilo, Appeals Chamber, "Judgment on the Appeal of Mr Thomas 
Lubanga Dyilo Against the Decision on the Defence Challenge to the Jurisdiction of the Court Pursuant 
to Article 19 (2) (a) of the Statute of 3 December 2006", 14 December 2006, ICC-01/04-01/06-772 
(0A4), para. 37. 
'̂ ^ Impugned Decision, para. 40. 
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the case. Both depended in different ways on the intentions of the DRC in 
detaining the accused. ̂ ^̂  

86. He goes on to argue that: 

What is in issue here is a right, not an obligation, to access court for the redress 
of violations of fundamental rights. Depriving the accused of the ability to file a 
motion on violations of his rights at the time his defence deems appropriate: 
when in possession of all relevant elements, undermines the very essence ofthat 
right. The Defence must be afforded a degree of discretion in this respect as to 
the timing of the exercise of the right. Filing a motion prematurely can have the 
effect of both ensuring its failure for not having provided sufficient elements, 
and it could attract criticism from the Trial Chamber for filing a motion without 
proper foundation, in ignorance of the actual merits. It is submitted that it is 
both in the interests of justice and the serenity of proceedings to allow this 
measure of discretion. Imposing a time limit without regard to the difficulties of 
an accused proving a matter of abuse giving rise to a radical remedy therefore 
impairs the essence of the right to address such abuse. ̂ ^̂  

87. He also argues that "[t]he time for the submission of a motion must lie within 

the discretion of a party, subject to restrictions imposed by the Statute, Rules and 

Regulations of the Court."*^^ The Trial Chamber found that "any strategic reasons 

which could account for the filing of submissions at specific times in the proceedings 

cannot in themselves justify the late filing of motions such as the one currently at 

issue."^^^ We do not necessarily disagree. Although participants must be allowed 

some discretion to deciding how to conduct their cases, this cannot override the 

Chamber's duty to regulate the proceedings within the confines of the law. It is true 

that counsel strategy may be validly circumscribed by the provisions of the ICC 

statutory scheme, ethical considerations^^^ and properly exercised discretion by a 

Chamber.̂ ^̂  

88. The question here is whether the Trial Chamber correctly took into account Mr 

Katanga's right to have a certain strategy. In this respect, although in a different 

'̂ ^ Document in Support of the Appeal, para. 29. 
^̂^ Document in Support of the Appeal, para. 30. 
^̂^ Document in Support of the Appeal, para. 37. 
^̂^ Impugned Decision, para. 64. 
^̂ ° Egs Code of Professional Conduct for Counsel, 2 December 2005, ICC-ASP/4/Res.l, art. 5 (counsel 
must exercise mission before the International Criminal Court with integrity and diligence, honourably, 
freely, independentiy, expeditiously and conscientiously); art. 14 (counsel must abide by the client's 
decisions concerning the objectives of his or her representation as long as they are not inconsistent with 
counsel's duties under the Statute, the Rules of Procedure and Evidence, and this Code); art. 24 (3) 
(counsel shall not deceive or knowingly mislead the Court). 
^̂^ E g article 64 (2) of the statute. 
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context, the Appeals Chamber has stated that "[a]s a rule, counsel is best placed to 

appreciate the needs of a case, especially the time needed for going into matters at 

issue in the way expected of counsel."^^^ Accepting that proceedings at the ICC are 

not the same, one may also note that the ICTR Appeals Chamber stated that "the 

proceedings at the Tribunal are essentially adversarial and it is the parties who are 

primarily responsible for the conduct of the debate. A Trial Chamber cannot dictate to 

a party how to conduct its case."̂ ^^ Indeed, the ICTY Appeals Chamber has also 

stated that "as a general principle, an accused's right to a fair trial is infringed when 

counsel admittedly does not understand the case of his client and fails to prepare a 

proper defence strategy."̂ "̂̂  It has been found to be a violation of counsel's duty of 

reasonable diligence to his/her client to not make "appropriate use of all mechanisms 

of protection and compulsion available under the Statute and the Rules of the 

International Tribunal to bring evidence on behalf of an accused before the Trial 

Chamber."̂ ^^ Therefore, it is clear that counsel is entitled, and indeed should, ensure 

that he or she has a strategy for how he or she will defend a client. 

89. We have already noted that Mr Katanga could have advised the Trial Chamber 

of his forthcoming motion at an earlier stage, but that, based on the lack of certainty 

as to how the proceedings were to be conducted, he was not obliged to do so.̂ ^̂  

Again, we do not find that a counsel has an unlimited right to strategise at the expense 

of the trial as a whole, but he must have a certain right. There is a difference between 

strategic decisions that are made as part of an overall defence strategy to the case and 

decisions that amount to strategic efforts to undermine the conduct of proceedings. 

The timing of the Defence Motion may have been part of Mr Katanga's strategy but is 

not in itself an effort to undermine the proceedings. Although it is not that it should 

have been the sole reason why the Defence Motion should have been considered on 

^̂ ^ Prosecutor v. Thomas Lubanga Dyilo, Appeals Chamber, "Decision of the Appeals Chamber on the 
Defence application for an extension of time of 9 May 2007", 11 May 2007, ICC-01/04-01/06-903, 
(OA 8), para. 3. 
'̂ ^ ICTR, Ferdinand Nahimana et al. v. The Prosecutor, Appeals Chamber, "Judgement", 
28 November 2007, ICTR-99-52-A, para. 124, footnote 289. See also ICTR, Appeals Chamber, 
Prosecutor v. Simon Bikindi, "Judgement", 18 March 2010, ICTR-01-72-A, para. 22. 
^̂"̂  Prosecutor v. Momcilo Krqjisnik, Appeals Chamber, "Decision on Appellant Momcilo Krajisnik's 
Motion to Present Additional Evidence," 20 August 2008, IT-00-39-A, para. 19. 
175 iQjY^ Appeals Chamber, Prosecutor v. Zoran Kupreskic et a l . Appeals Chamber, "Judgment", 23 
October 2001, IT-95-16-A, para. 50, citing ICTY, Prosecutor v. Dusko Tadic, Appeals Chamber, 
"Decision on Appellant's Motion for the Extension of the Time-Limit and Admission of Additional 
Evidence, 15 October 1998, IT-94-1-A, para. 47. 
^̂ ^ See above, para. 78. 
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its merits by the Trial Chamber but his counsel's right to develop a strategy should 

have been properly weighed against the other factors at issue. 

(e) New Information 

90. Mr Katanga also refers to the existence of new information that came to light in 

the Hearing of 1 June 2009, which gave him further incentive to file the Defence 

Motion.̂ ^̂  The Trial Chamber stated that despite Mr Katanga's argument that this 

information "was decisive in the filing of the Motion [...] [i]t nevertheless appears 

that the arguments set out in the latter rtly for the most part on information which was 

already available to the Defence at the Pre-Trial phase. Moreover, the Chamber notes 

that, as of 28 August 2008, the Defence had received the requested information from 

the DRC authorities" (emphasis added).̂ ^^ In this way, the Trial Chamber itself left 

open the possibility that some information was new, although it did not reveal the 

nature of that new information. Mr Katanga reiterated, on appeal, that "the DRC 

provided information on 1̂^ June 2009 which was decisive to the Defence decision to 

file the motion: i.e. that it had not carried out investigations against the accused."^^^ 

91. The Majority considered that as Mr Katanga had not substantiated his 

submission that there was new information, it would defer to the findings of the Trial 

Chamber on this question. ̂ ^̂  In this regard, there are two issues that merit 

consideration: first, whether the information raised in the Hearing of 1 June 2009 was 
1 o i 

indeed new (there seems to be disagreement as to whether this is the case ); and 

second, even if the information was not new, whether Mr Katanga could have 

reasonably expected that during the Hearing of 1 June 2009 new information could 

potentially come to light. 

'̂ ^ Document in Support of the Appeal, para. 37. 
^̂^ Impugned Decision, para. 61. 
'̂ ^ Document in Support of the Appeal, para. 26. Later he refers to his decision being "partly based 
upon" the information provided and that it "was a significant factor in its final decision to file the 
mofion." And, that "[t]he informafion provided by the DRC at the hearing on admissibility was of such 
a compelling nature as to give final force to the importance of submitting the motion." Document in 
Support of the Appeal, paras 29, 39. 
^̂^ Majority Judgment, para. 75. 
^̂^ Impugned Decision, para. 61, Document in Support of the Appeal, paras 26, 29 and 39, 
"Prosecufion response to Katanga's appeal against the 'Decision on the Motion for the Defence for 
Germain Katanga for a Declarafion on Unlawful Detenfion and Stay of Proceedings", 11 March 2010, 
ICC-01/04-01/07-1957-Conf-Exp; a redacted version was filed at the same fime as ICC-01/04-01/07-
1957-Red, paras 5, 28. 
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92. By reviewing the observations of the DRC which were transmitted to the ICC 

Registrar, ̂ ^̂  one may observe that the information provided therein was confined to 

copies of the warrant of arrest for Mr Katanga and documents related to the extension 

of his provisional detention. The information thus provided was inconsistent and was 

limited to different legal characterisations of the alleged criminal conduct of Mr 

Katanga and to different locations in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. This 

made it reasonable for the Defence to seek more specific and thus useful information 

for its motion when the proper opportunity became available, this arising in the 

Hearing of 1 June 2009. It was logical that Mr Katanga wait until he had the 

opportunity to hear from the DRC 'in person' before he filed his motion, especially 

since this motion directly involved the actions of those authorities. ̂ ^̂  Certainly, in our 

opinion, the expectation that during the Hearing of 1 June 2009 new information 

could potentially come to light was reasonable. Our review of the transcripts of the 

Hearing of 1 June 2009 show some new information at least in comparison with that 

provided by the DRC in the DRC Annex. ̂ "̂̂  The manner, however, in which the Trial 

Chamber as well as the Majority treated this question is marginal. More surprising is 

the approach endorsed by the Trial Chamber in deciding on this matter. In reaching its 

decision, the Trial Chamber, placed itself in the position of Mr Katanga and assessed, 

on his behalf, whether the information that arose during that hearing was important 

^̂ ^ ICC-01/04-0l/07-708-Conf-Exp-Anx2-tENG, registered on 27 August 2008 (hereinafter: "DRC 
Annex"). We are aware of the confidential ex parte nature of this filing. However, we do not consider 
how we refer to it to be inconsistent with the confidential ex parte nature of the document as such. 
'̂ ^ See also, the Application for Leave to Appeal, para. 26: "The Defence was not in possession of the 
relevant information prior to the decision confirming the charges despite its best efforts to obtain it. 
The Defence submits that it had good grounds to wait until it had all relevant information. The Defence 
submits that it would be unprofessional to submit such an application unless it is fully informed of all 
circumstances surrounding the arrest of the accused. For this, it was perceived necessary to hear the 
views from the DRC. The Defence made efforts to contact DRC authorities and to get documents from 
them, but to no avail. Therefore, the Defence submits that it was entirely appropriate to wait until after 
1 June 2009, when the DRC authorities made their submissions." The comments made by Mr 
Katanga's counsel during the Hearing of 1 June 2010 are also noted. On the Presiding Judge stating 
that it would have been more expeditious for him to file the Defence Motion earlier, Mr Katanga's 
counsel stated: "[...] We had thought of it, but we felt that it was appropriate to wait unfil we heard 
what the representatives of the democratic republic would say, and I think having heard what has been 
said this afternoon, Mr President, I hope you can see the sense of that, but may I say I've heard what 
you said, and we will do our utmost to get this motion before you really as soon as we can." Hearing of 
1 June 2010, pp. 118-119. 
^̂"̂  See for instance the informafion provided in the DRC Annex, pp. 19-20 and reiterated in the 
Reasons for Decision on Admissibility, para. 68. When comparing this informafion with the statements 
made by the DRC in the Hearing of 1 June 2009, one could potenfially consider that the latter were 
relatively new. According to the information provided in the DRC Annex, there appear to be charges 
against Mr Katanga for crimes against humanity committed in Bogoro. Later, in the Hearing of 1 June 
2009, the DRC confirmed that there was nothing to that effect. See for example, Hearing of 1 June 
2009, p. 78, lines 4-5, p. 79, lines 11-13, 15-22. 
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for him. In this respect, one may question whether the Trial Chamber was in a better 

position than Mr Katanga to assess whether the information which came to light was 

decisive for him for the sake of a successful motion. 

(f) Mr Ngudjolo Chui's Right to a Trial Without Undue Delay 

93. The Trial Chamber stated that: 

[u]nder article 64(2) of the Statute, the Trial Chamber must ensure that the trial 
is fair and expeditious and conducted with full respect for the rights of the 
accused. Moreover, in the instant case, which involves two accused persons, the 
Chamber must ensure that Mathieu Ngudjolo's right to be tried without undue 
delay is also respected [citation omitted].^ ^ 

94. Mr Katanga argued that the Trial Chamber erred in making this statement and 

that the Trial Chamber should not compromise his right to raise an issue simply 

because he has a co-accused.^^^ The Majority Judgment found as follows: 

The Appeals Chamber acknowledges that the Trial Chamber's reference to Mr 
Ngudjolo Chui's rights may ex facie give the impression that it considered this 
factor when deciding the case. The Appeals Chamber, nevertheless, takes the 
view that reference to Mr Ngudjolo Chui's rights is in itself not improper, given 
that the trial is a joint one. It would have been improper if the Trial Chamber 
relied on Mr Ngudjolo Chui's rights at the expense of Mr Katanga's rights. 
However, in the view of the Appeals Chamber, the Trial Chamber's analysis 
shows that this was not the case. The reference to Mr Ngudjolo Chui's rights did 
not in any way affect the Trial Chamber's conclusions as to the timeliness of the 
Defence Motion.[...].^^^ 

95. Noting the factors that the Trial Chamber then considered, the Appeals 

Chamber concluded that the reference made by the Trial Chamber "was not a factor 

that was considered to the detriment of Mr Katanga's rights."^ ̂ ^ 

96. It is true that it is not possible to speculate whether the Trial Chamber relied on 

this factor in reaching its overall conclusion. However, the fact that the Trial Chamber 

referred to Mr Ngudjolo Chui's right to a trial without undue delay, in the context of a 

decision taken on the basis of a need for expedition indicates that the Trial Chamber 

took this factor into account. This was an error. Taking such an issue into account 

would have as a consequence that joint trials p^r se are not possible (clearly that is not 

^̂^ Impugned Decision, para. 42. 
'̂ ^ Document in Support of the Appeal, para. 41. 
^̂^ Majority Judgment, para. 83. 
^̂^ Majority Judgment, para. 84. 

No: ICC-01/04-01/07 OA 10 46/49 

ICC-01/04-01/07-2297  29-07-2010  46/49  SL T  OA10

Provided by WorldCourts | International Case Law Database | worldcourts.com



the case at the ICC)^^^ or it would imply that in joint trials there are legitimately 

limited procedural rights for co-accused. The result would be that a co-accused could 

potentially not raise violations of his or her personal rights as they would possibly 

have to be rejected because of the rights of the other accused. In our view, although 

the Trial Chamber did concentrate on the opportunities that were available to Mr 

Katanga to file the Defence Motion, one may also conclude that its reference to this 

issue, meant that it gave it some weight and that it based its finding on the need for 

expeditiousness also on the basis of Mr Ngudjolo Chui's rights. Having done so, in 

our view, it erred. 

Mr Katanga's Requests Related to Compensation and Mitigation of Sentence 

97. Finally, we cannot but express concerns regarding the issues of compensation 

and mitigation of sentence as identified in the relief sought in the Defence Motion. As 

seen above, the Defence Motion contained two requests, the first of which related to 

compensation and mitigation of sentence, and the second of which was a request for a 

stay of the proceedings.^^^ The Impugned Decision did not explicitly address the 

former request, although in the operative part, it "DISMISSES the [Defence] Motion", 

i.e., in its entirety.^^^ Although the Majority Judgment found that the issue was moot 

because the Trial Chamber did not address the motion on its merits, it is still a valid 

concern that the Impugned Decision might have an impact on compensation and 

mitigation despite the specific procedures in place for these issues (article 85 and 

rules 173-175 regarding compensation and articles 76-78 and rules 145-148 related to 

the sentence stage). 

Conclusion in Relation to Discretion 

98. Deciding, nearly five months after the filing of the Defence Motion, that it was 

filed too late, when there was no clear and express policy of the Chamber in place, 

including a time limit for the filing of the Defence Motion, and based on a scheme 

that was set out ex post facto in the Impugned Decision, is not a correct use of the 

discretionary powers of the Trial Chamber. The fact that the Trial Chamber wished to 

^̂^ See rule 136 (dealing with "[j]oint and separate trials"). 
^̂ ° Defence Motion, p. 39. 
^̂^ Impugned Decision, p. 23. 
^̂^ Majority Judgment, para. 66. 
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ensure expeditious proceedings is, in and of itself, acceptable. Yet, the Trial Chamber 

failed to properly satisfy the criterion of certainty. It also failed to properly weigh the 

need for expeditiousness and to take account of the fundamental nature of the right 

which Mr Katanga was asserting, Mr Katanga's strategy and new information. In 

these circumstances, weighing all factors together, the Trial Chamber should have 

considered the merits of the Defence Motion. 

V. OVERALL CONCLUSION 

99. The Trial Chamber erred in dismissing the Defence Motion as a result of how it 

considered all of the circumstances of this case. It erred in establishing a so-called 

requirement that such motions should be filed at the pre-trial stage, in articulating that 

requirement for the first time in the Impugned Decision and in applying that 

requirement retroactively to the Defence Motion in the same decision and to the 

detriment of Mr Katanga. The Trial Chamber also erred in the exercise of its 

discretion by failing to properly balance the factors contained in article 64 (2) and, in 

particular, by placing too much emphasis on the requirement for expedition without 

considering the rights of the accused. The Impugned Decision is vitiated by all of 

these errors, taken together and considered within all the relevant circumstances of the 

case. In this respect, the Trial Chamber erred in relation to all stages, taken 

individually and as a whole, and Mr Katanga was ultimately prejudiced by the 

dismissal of his motion. 

100. As to the result of our findings, the Appeals Chamber may confirm, reverse or 

amend a decision (rule 158 (1)). The Trial Chamber erred in fact and in law when it 

did not consider the Defence Motion on its merits having found it inadmissible for 

having been filed at too advanced a stage in the proceedings. In view of our 

conclusions, we would reverse the Impugned Decision and remit the matter to the 

Trial Chamber to issue a new decision on the Defence Motion. 
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Done in both English and French, the English version being authoritative. 

Judge Erkki Kourula Judge Ekaterina Trendafilova 

Dated this 28* day of July 2010 

At The Hague, The Netherlands 
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