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GANAPINI CASE-DECISION No. 196 OF 30 APRIL 1959 1

The Italian-United States Conciliation Commission, established by the 
Government of the United States of America and the Government of the Italian 
Republic pursuant to Article 83 of the Treaty of Peace and composed of Messrs. 

1 Collection of decisions, vol. VI, case No. 283. 
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Alexander J. Matturri, Representative of the United States of America, and 
Antonio Sorrentino, Representative of the Italian Republic, finds it has juris­
diction to adjudicate the rights and obligations of the parties to this dispute. 

The dispute between the two Governments arose out of a claim under 
Article 78 of the Treaty of Peace and the Agreements supplemental thereto or 
interpretative thereof, which was submitted, on April 30, 1949, to the Italian 
Ministry of the Treasury by Orsola Racchetti Ganapini through the Embassy 
of the United States of America in Rome. 

The Italian Ministry of the Treasury, by letter dated November 9, 1953, 
informed the Embassy that the claim had been rejected on the grounds that 
the claimant, naturalized as an American in 1929, re-acquired her original 
Italian nationality following her residence in Italy from 1930 to 1940 and by 
virtue of her marriage to an Italian national. 

On December 28, 1955 the Agent of the United States again submitted the 
claim to the Ministry of the Treasury for its reconsideration and alleged the 
following facts: the claimant, who was born in Italy, went to the United States 
in 1920; in 1929 she became an American citizen and resided in the United 
States continually, except for brief \'isits to Italy, until 1952; her husband, an 
Italian citizen, went to Italy in 1937 because of ill health and has remained 
there ever since; she supported her husband from 1937 on because his health 
did not permit him to work; she also supported her daughter who resided with 
her father in Italy; the claimant resided in Italy from 1952 to 1955 because of 
illness. 

The Ministry of the Treasury again rejected the claim on the grounds that 
her family, which she supported by her work in the United States, resided in 
Italy and thus the centre of her family and economic interests was in Italy. 

On April 10, 1957 the Agent of the United States filed a Petition with the 
Commission and alleged, in addition to the foregoing facts, that the claimant's 
real property in Italy was completdy destroyed as a result of the war. The 
Answer of the Agent of the Italian Government reaffirms the opinion of the 
Ministry of the Treasury and requests that the claim be rejected. 

CONSIDERATIONS OF LAW: 

In paragraph 7 of the Merge Decision (The United States of America ex rel. 
Florence Strunsky Merge vs. The Italian Republic, Decision No. 55) it is stated: "It 
is considered that in this connexion the following principles may serve as guides" 
... for determining the dominant nationality of individuals vested with both 
nationalities at the same time, i.e., the Italian and American nationalities. 
In sub-paragraph (c) of the aforesaid paragraph reference is made to the na­
tionality of the head of the family; bL1t if the husband should be normally con­
sidered as the head of the family, there are nevertheless certain instances in 
which, even though this principle holds firm, it must be adapted to the particu­
lar circumstances of the case. 

This is the proposition occurring in the instant case wherein it has been as­
certained that Mrs. Ganapini, who supported her husband and daughter from 
1937 to 1952, actually was the head of the family. 

Having noted that during the entire period specified above the claimant has 
worked and resided uninterruptedly m the United States and that the business 
interests and the professional life of the family were established, therefore, in 
the United States, the Commission holds that the claimant's American nation­
ality should be considered as dominant, wherefore she is entitled to receive 
the compensation provided for in Article 78 of the Treaty of Peace. 

The Commission has examined the evidence submitted by both Agents with 
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regard to the damages sustained by the claimant and, after having taken into 
consideration the devaluation of the lira since the presentation of said evidence, 
finds that the said damages sustained by her amount to 6,700,000.00 (six 
million seven hundred thousand) lire and therefore 

DECIDES: 

I. That the claimant, Orsola Racchetti Ganapini, is entitled to receive from
the Government of the Italian Republic, under the provisions of Article 78 
of the Treaty of Peace, the sum of 4,666,667.00 (four million six hundred sixty 
six thousand six hundred sixty seven) lire, representing two thirds of the sum 
of 6,700,000.00 (six million seven hundred thousand) lire, as compensation for 
the damages suffered by her property in Italy as a result of the war. 

2. That the claimant is also entitled to receive the sum of 300,000.00 (three
hundred thousand) lire as reimbursement for the expenses sustained in the 
preparation of her claim. 

3. That the total of the sums specified in paragraphs I and 2 above shall be
paid within 60 (sixty) days of the date on which the Government of the United 
States has presented a request for payment to the Italian Government. 

This Decision is final and binding and its execution is incumbent on the 
Italian Government. 

Rome, April 30, 1959. 

The Representative of the 
United States of America 

Alexander J. MATTURRI 

Ths Representative of the 
Italian Republic 

Antonio SORRENTINO 
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