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296 GREAT BRITAIN/MEXIGO

1. This is a claim for the looting of property by Zapatstas under the com-
mand of Lieutenant-Colonels Mauro Neri and Vicente Rojas in the town of
Miraflores, district of Chalco, State of Mexico, after their entry into that town
on the 12th August, 1914.

It is stated in the Memorial that Mr. F. 5. Merrow was employed as Chief
Dyer of the Blanket and Spinning Factory at Miraflores, the property of the
Industrial Company of San Antonio Abad (Limited), and was living in a
house, within the property of that factory, with his wife and two children. On
the 10th August, 1914, orders were given to the federal troops commanded
by General Vasconcelos 10 evacuate the towns of Ozumba, Amecameca and
Chalco. This order was given without previous notice to the population of
these towns. On that day the last train w0 leave Miraflores was used for carry-
ing troops and, therefore, no opportunity was given to the inhabitants to leave
the place or to save their property. On the 12th August, 1914, the Zapatistas
first entered Miraflores and they offered full guarantees in respect of life and
property. Later in the day the Zapatistas began drinking liquor in the shop
and ransacking the warehouses of the factory. Mr. Merrow felt that there
would be no security of life and property, and he therefore spent the night with
his family at the house of a Mr. Felipe Robertson. On the following day, how-
ever, their hiding place was discovered and they were forced to hide in a field
of lucern grass for a whole day. At night they went to the house of an old
employee of the factory, Agustin Parra, and from there went by way of the
mountains towards Puebla. On the way they were assaulted and robbed of
all the money they possessed. They then decided to go to Presa, a place belong-
ing to the Miraflores factory, where they stayed hidden for several days. While
endeavouring to escape through the mountains, Mr. Morrow’s son, Francis,
was 1njured 1n the leg, and, as a direct resultl of this injury, he died at the
American Hospital at Mexico City on the 6th July, 1920. Finally, through
the help of a Mr. J. Robertson (Junior), of “El Nuevo Mundo, S.A.” Clothing
Store, Mexico City, they obtained a pass from the Zapatista General Juan
Banderas to proceed to Mexico City, which journey occupied two days. In
May 1915 Mr. Merrow, with a passport issued by His Majesty’s Consul at
Mexico City, proceeded to Miraflores to discover whether his property was
still intact. On his arrival, Lieutenant-Colonel Fernando Almarez told
Mr. Merrow that he could not see his house because, for the time, it was being
occupied by a family named Gadea. Lieutenant-Colonel Almarez told
Mr. Merrow frankly that they were making packing cases in order to take away
his furniture, adding these words: ““You must lend your furniture, piano, etc.,
to the revolution”. In February 1916, as soon as the Carrancistas had taken
possession of Miraflores, Mr. Merrow proceeded to that place on a visit of
investigation with a view to making a report as to the condition in which the
Zapatistas had left the factory. He found that practically all his furniture and
effects had been taken away. Those that were too heavy to move had been
destroyed beyond repair. On the 11th August, 1914, Mr. Merrow had taken
a small safe, in which his wife’s jewellery and other valuables had been placed,
to the ranch house belonging to Mr. Robertson and buried it beneath the floor
of Miss Fergus Robertson’s dressing room. This hiding place was discovered
and the safe robbed of all its contents.

The amount of the claim is for 177,026.00 pesos (Mexican), at the exchange
of 2 Mexican pesos equal to 1 United States dollar. A detailed inventory and
valuation of the effects looted by the Zapatistas is attached to Mr. Merrow’s.
affidavit.
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The British Government claim, on behalf of Mr. Frank Scribner Merrow,
the sum of 177,026.00 pesos (Mexican) at the rate of 2 Mexican pesos equal
to 1 United States dollar.

2. As since the filing of the Memorial the claimant has died, the claim is
now pursued on behalf of his widow, Mrs. Annie Merrow, as executrix of the
will of the late Mr. Frank Scribner Merrow.

3. The British Agent pointed out that the looting had been committed by
followers of Zapata, at a time when this leader had joined forces with the
Constitutionalist Army of Carranza. As this last Army was to be considered as
a revolutionary force which had, after the triumph of its cause, established a
Government, the facts on which the claim was based fell within the meaning
of subdivision 2 of Article 3 of the Convention, and had consequently to be
compensated for by the Mexican Government.

4. The Mexican Agent alleged, in the first place, that no proof had been
shown of the contention that Mr. Merrow had been compelled to leave his
house, and he argued in the second place that the time when the looting was
done was uncertain. It could just as well have been committed much later,
when the Zapatistas evacuated Miraflores, as when they first occupied it. In
the second case, the argument of his British colleague did not hold, because
by that time the Constitutionalist forces and the forces of Zapata had already
separated and were fighting each other. Besides that, the Agent described the
amount claimed as extravagant, considering that Mr. Merrow, who was an
employee with a monthly salary of 150 pesos, could certainly not have had in
his house property of the value of 177,026.00 pesos.

5. The Commission have, in the documents as well as in the depositions of
the witnesses who were heard, found sufficient evidence of the facts on which
the claim is based, and they are also satisfied that the looting was done by
Zapatista forces during the period when they were nominally united with the
Constitutionalists. Their acts are, therefore, covered by subdivision 2 of Article 3
of the Convention.

6. Mr. Frank Scribner Merrow was the Chief Dyer of the Factory at Mira-
flores. The evidence as regards his salary is of a conflicting narture, the highest
estimate being 400 Mexican pesos a month, expressed in the value of the then
circulating medium. It was, however, alleged that Mr. Merrow had acquired
much property when formerly in South Africa, and that the quantum of his
salary in Mexico did not in itself dispose of the question. But it was admitted
that after leaving South Africa Mr. Merrow had been obliged to assist finan-
cially his father to a considerable extent.

At the same time a claim for 177,026.00 pesos, as the value of his furniture
and other portable property, uncorroborated by any outside evidence, and
moreover admitted by Mrs. Merrow in the course of her oral evidence to have
been overstated in many particulars, appears to the Commission to be fantas-
tically exaggerated, and it does not find the slightest confirmation in any of
the depositions. To the Commission an amount of 3,000 pesos seems a nearer
approach to the truth.

7. The Commission decide that the Government of the United Mexican
States is obligated to pay to the British Government, on behalf of Mrs. Annie
Merrow, the sum of $3,000 (three thousand pesos) Mexican gold, or an equi-
valent amount in gold.
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