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ALFRED HAMMOND BROMLY (GREAT BRITAIN) v. UNITED

MEXICAN ST ATES 

(Decision No. 81, July 22, 1931. Pages 235-238.) 

l .  The Memorial sets out that Mr. Alfred Hammond Bromly was engineer
to the "Nueva Buenavista y Anexas, S.A." Company and was residing on the 
estate "Los Laureles". At 6 o'clock in the morning of the 20th February, l 913, 
he was awakened by continuous firing, and was informed that the house was 
being attacked. Shortly afterwards a parley took place between a Mr. Gorow 
and the chief to the assailants, who requested that the house should be evacu
ated. This request was refused, and thereupon the shooting began again. At 
this moment Mr. Bromly noticed a man named Chacon in the courtyard, who 
said he was a messenger of the bandits. As this man was a suspicious person, 
Mr. Bromly followed him to the exterior corridor, where he (Chacon) fell 
dead, a victim to a bullet fired from outside. Shortly afterwards the gang 
retired. Mr. Bromly and his companions learned from a youth named Pedro 
N., that the gang was composed of thirty persons, and that they had retired 
to La Yesca to bring up the remainder of their friends to complete the capture 
of the house. The tmal band was composed of about l 30 persons under the 
command of Sacramento Sernon, who had been engaged in revolutionary 
pursuits at Tepic, ten days before, under the name of Don Felix Diaz. Previous 
to the attack the revolutionaries had stolen horses and harness from the stables, 
and had threatened the youth Pedro with penalties if he gave the alarm. 
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Pedro also informed Mr. Bromly that the labourers employed by the company 
had been killed by these Antimaderistas while they (the labourers) were 
running to the house for arms. After consultation it was decided to retire to 
the mine as the house was defenceless against so many. The revolutionaries 
returned shortly afterwards accompanied by armed civilians, and proceeded 
to attack the estate. Mr. Bromly was informed subsequently that the assai
lants were police officers without uniforms. The official version of these events 
was to the effect that the soldiers accompanied by the company's operatives, 
had approached the house in a peaceful manner and had been brutally fired 
upon by Messrs. Goisueta and Gorow without previous warning, and, as a 
result of this, there were a certain number of deachs. Mr. Bromly asserts that 
this is absolutely untrue. Mr. Bromly and others remained for two days in 
the buildings attached to the mine. On the 22nd February he was informed 
that Manuel Miramon would arrive in a few hours' time at the head of 400 
revolutionaries, and, as this chief had a bad reputation, Mr. Bromly and his 
companions hired horses and left without delay. On their arrival at Hostoti
paquillo, they informed the Government official in charge of what had occurred, 
and received every assistance and an escort from him. During the second attack 
on the estate the place was ransacked and Mr. Bromly suffered considerable 
loss. 

The amount of the claim is one thousand three hundred and twenty-five 
pesos thirty centavos Mexican currency. 

2. The Commission after consideration of all of the evidence produced to 
them have come to the conclusion that the attacking parties on the 20th Febru
ary, 1913, were bandits. There is no evidence that they were revolutionaries, 
still less revolutionaries whose revolution afterwards succeeded. The sworn 
Exhibit A to Mr. Bromly's affidavit describes them in one place as "revolu
tionary bandits", in others as "bandits", and as "Maderista bandits", and 
as ''gangs". In the letter from R. Gonzalez dated the 26th February, 1913 
(part of the further evidence filed by the British Agent), written immediately 
after the occurrences, they are also described as "bandoleros" (bandits), and 
"banclidos". And in the extract from the Guadalajara Times of the 1st March, 
1913, filed by the British Agent as further evidence, they are also referred to 
as "bandits". 

This being so, and classing the attackers and robbers as the Commission 
feel compelled to do, as bandits or brigands, within subdivision 4 of Article 3 
of the Convention, it remains for the Commission to decide whether the 
Government of Mexico can be held responsible for their acts, for any of the 
reasons set out in the said subdivision of Article III of the Convention. 

3. The time when the events occurred was on the establishment or on the 
eve of the establishment of the Huerta regime and the overthrow of the Madero 
Government by Huerta. Madero is stated to have been taken prisoner on the 
18th February, 1915, to have resigned on the 19th February, and to have been 
killed either on the 22nd or the 23rd February. If the acts were committed 
during the Madero regime, blame would have to be proved as attaching to 
these aurhorities. If, on the other hand, the Madero regime had then been 
overthrown and Huerta in power on the 18th February, as argued by the 
Mexican Agent, then the Huerta regime would be responsible for the events 
of the 20th February provided neglect or blame on their part were shown and 
unless liability for acts of omission i:, excluded by the provisions of the new 
and amended Convention. 

4. But the Commission do not think it necessary for the purposes of this 
case to discuss or decide this last point, as they do not consider that any blame 
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has been shown attaching to the authorities whoever they were. According 
to the newspaper extract already referred to, the Government sent troops to 
pursue the bandits and punish them. It does not appear what the result was, 
but the Commission are unable to see any sufficient grounds proved upon 
which they can fix financial responsibility on the Government of Mexico in 
this case, within the terms of the Convention. 

5. The claim is dismissed.
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