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ADMINISTRATIVE DECISION No. IX 

(May 1, 1929, pp. 951-952.) 

The American Agent by appropriate motion requests of this Commission 
an administrative ruling with respect to its jurisdiction in a group of claims 
against Germany put forward on behalf of Emilie Bernhardt and other claimants. 
The facts upon which the ruling is requested art> recited in the motion as 
follows: 

"On June 29, 1928, Max Sturm, an Attorney at Law of 147 Summit Avenue, 
Union City, New Jersey, mailed a letter by registered mail at the United States 
Post Office, Union City, New Jersey, addressed to the 'Department of State, 
Washington, D. C.'. which contained notice of a claim against the Government 
of Germany on behalf of Emilie Bernhardt, et al. This letter reached the Department 
of State on July 2, 1928." 

This Commission was established and exists in pursuance of the Agreement 
between the United States and Germany dated August 10, 1922, as supple
mented by the exchange of notes between the two Governments in the nature 
of a Supplementary Agreement dated December 31, 19213. 

Under the original Agreement the Commission was without jurisdiction 
to consider any claims of American nationals not notified to the Commission 
on or before April 9, 1923 (Administrative Decision VIII, Decisions and 
Opinions, page 347 et seq.).a. 

Subsection (j) of section 2 of the " Settlement of War Claims Act of 1928 " 
provided in part as follows: 

" The President is requested to enter into an agreement with the German Govern
ment by which the Mixed Claims Commission will be given jurisdiction of and 
authorized to decide claims of the same character as those of which the commission 
now has jurisdiction, notice of which is filed with the Department of State before 
July I, 1928." 

That Act came into effect March 10, 1928. It put American nationals 
on notice that in order to secure the benefit of such Agreement, if any, as might 

a Note by the Seoelariat, Vol. VII, p. 252. 
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be entered into in pursuance of the above-quoted request embodied in the Act, 
they were required to file notice of their claims with the Department of State 
prior to July 1, 1928, unless such notice had already been so filed. 

The request of the Congress to the President was complied with and the 
two Governments entered into the Supplementary Agreement of December 31, 
1928, above mentioned, which in effect extended the jurisdiction of the Com
mission to include claims of the same character as those of which the Commission 
has juri�diction under the original Agreement, provided notice thereof was 
filed with the Department of State prior to July 1, 1928. 

It follows from the loregoing statement that this Commission is without 
jurisdiction to consider any claim put forward on behalf of an American 
national if notice in writing of the claim was not filed with the Department 
of State prior to July 1, 1928. 

This decision, in so far as applicable, will control the disposition of all claims 
presented to the American Agent for submission to the Commission. 

Applying it to the claims dealt with in the motion of the American Agent, 
notice of which in writing was not filed with the Department of State prior 
to July I, 1928, it follows that the Commission is without jurisdiction to consider 
them. 

Done at Washington May 1, 1929. 
Edwin B. PARKER 

Umpire 

Chandler P. ANDERSON 
American Commissioner 

W. KIESSELBACH
German Commissioner 
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