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This case is before this Commission on the Mexica Agent's motion to 
dismiss. 

I. It is put forward by the United States of America on behalf of George 
W. Hopkins, who was born and has ever remained an American national. 
The claim is based on six postal money orders aggregating 1,013.40 pesos 
alleged to have been purchased by the claimant from the �Iexican Govern
ment at its postoffices of Mazatlan, Sinaloa, and Guaymas, Sonora, between 
April 27, 1914, and June 8, 1914, inclusive. It is alleged that all of these 
money orders were in due time presented to the Mexican authorities and 
payment was refused by them. The ground of the motion to dismiss is that 
these money orders were issued by the Huerta administration, which was 
illegal, that the acts of such administration did not bind Mexico, and that 
therefore these orders can not be made the basis of a claim before this Com
mission against the United Mexican States.

Status of Huerta administration 

2. In considering the character and the status of the Huerta regime this 
international tribunal will look to the substance rather than its form, a 
substance which is not difficult to discover notwithstanding the flimsy garb 
of constitutional power under which it undertook to masquerade. There is 
no room to doubt but that the assumption of power by Huerta was pure 
usurpation. From being the military commander of the capital, charged 
with the protection of the administration of President Madero against the 
revolutionary activities of Generals Reyes and Diaz to overthrow it, Huerta 
went over to Madero's enemies (February 18, 1913); he declared himself 
provisional president while Madero lawfully was in power (February 18, 
1913, at 2 p. m. and 9 p. m.); he imprisoned both President Madero and 
Vice-President Pino Suarez and compelled them to tender their resignations 
(February 19, 1913, about 8 a. m.); he forced the provisional acting president, 
Lascurain, to appoint him, Huerta, the ranking minister in office (February 
19, 1913, at 10 a. m.), and immediately thereafter forced him to resign 
(February 19, 1913, at 11 a. m.); he had his arbitrary acts confirmed by a 
congress from which his antagonists had fled and which could not muster a 
quorum (February 19, 1913, at 11.20 a. m.); and he contrived to procure 
recognition in some quarters as the constitutional provisional president 
through the suppression of press news so that the manner of his forcibly 
seizing the reins of government should not be known. The supreme court 
felicitated Huerta on his assuming office prior to the assassination of Madero 
and his associates and before the court could have known of the methods 
used to seize the office. The governors of the States which recognized Huerta 
were, most of them, either the partisans of Reyes and Diaz with whom Huerta 
conspired or had been placed in power by Huerta directly after the state 
stroke. It is not for an international tribunal to assume that events so 
abhorrent as these are only to be viewed from their "legal" aspect and that 
uncovering the real facts means an intrusion of "moral" or "sentimental" 
considerations on the sacred ground of law. Nor is there reason for alleging 
that in so judging the Commission infringes upon Mexico's sovereignty over 
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