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THE HOME INSURANCE COMPANY (U.S.A.) v. UNITED 
MEXICAN STATES. 

(March 31, 1926. Pages 51-59.) 

1. This claim is asserted by the United States of America on behalf of the 
Home Insurance Company, an American corporation, against the United 
Mexican States to recover the sum of $23,050.00 with interest thereon from 
May 28, 1924, on which date it is alleged the claimant paid under two 
policies of insurance the principal sum mentioned to Westfeldt Brothers, of 
New Orleans, Louisiana, an American mercantile partnership, composed 
wholly of American nationals, to indemnify them for losses in transit of two 
cars of coffee, one originating at Huixtla, Chiapas (Mexico), the other 
originating at Tapachula, Chiapas (Mexico), both destined to New Orleans 
via Puerto Mexico, Veracruz (Mexico). 

2. The record as submitted is in some respects meager and incomplete 
and in other respects contradictory and confusing, but, giving due weight 
to the facts proven and their necessary implicatiom, the Commission finds 
the facts as follows: 

3. On November 23, 1923, Westfeldt Brothers of New Orleans placed an 
order with El Emporio del Cafe, S. A., of Mexico City, Mexico, a Mexican 
corporation, for one car of coffee of the kind and grade and at the prices 
stipulated, to be paid for by the sight draft of El Emporio del Cafe, S. A., 
on Westfeldt Brothers at New Orleans, "insurance cared for by Westfeldt 
Brothers". 

4. On November 27, 1923, Westfeldt Brothers placed another order with 
El Emporio del Cafe, S. A., for another car of coffee of different grades and 
prices, to be insured and paid for by the sight draft of El Emporio del Cafe, 
S. A. on Westfeldt Brothers at New Orleans, "insurance cared for by West­
feldt Brothers". 

5. On November 30, 1923, in pursuance of the order of November 23, 
1923, a car of coffee was shipped from the station of Huixtla, with ultimate 
destination New Orleans, covered by a through bill of lading issued by the 
National Railways of Mexico, consigned to shipper's order notify W.-'.stfeldt 
Brothers, New Orleans, and routed by the National Railways of Mexico via 
Puerto Mexico and the Munson Steamship Line. 

6. On December 4, 1923, in pursuance of the order of November 27, 1923, 
another car of coffee was shipped from the station of Tapachula, likewise 
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Commission constituted in pursuance of the Special Claims Convention 
between the United States and Mexico signed September 10, 1923, and 
effective through exchange of ratifications February 19, I 924. Articles II 
and III of that convention have no counterpart in the convention under 
which this Commission is constituted. It is not for this Commission to 
express any opinion with respect to the liability of Mexico under the 
evidence as presented by this record if the terms of the Special Claims 
Convention were applied thereto. It is proper, however, to call attention 
to the radical difference in the terms of the two conventions and to ex­
pressly state, for the guidance of the respective Governments, that what 
is said in this decision and opinion can have no application to cases 
falling within the terms of the Special Claims Convention. 
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