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ANDERSON CASE 

BAINBRIDGE, Commissioner (for the Commission): 

At the time of the Venezuelan war for independence, Domingo Hernandez 
and Maria Simana Garcia, Spanish subjects, were compelled to emigrate from 
Venezuela and their properties therein were confiscated by the Government. 
In payment for the properties thus taken the Government of Venezuela on 
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December 21, 1846, issued to these parties several bonds, bearing interest at 
3 per cent per annum from June 22, 1847. The parties named removed to the 
city of Humacao, island of Porto Rico, where they died. leaving part of said 
bonds to Fernando Hernandez y Garcia, who died in February. 1896, leaving 
said bonds to his son, Fernando Hernandez y Miguene. On the 18th of June, 
1903, the latter conferred -

a general and special power of attorney, drawn as required by law, in favor of Mr. 
Joseph Anderson, jr., resident of Porto Rico, citizen of the United States of America, 
and a lawyer by profession, so that he might, in the name and as representative of 
the appearing party, and as owner of said 5 bonds, which he cedes and transfers to 
him in the legal way, so that he nury claim the pa_yment of the same, including the cor
responding interest before the Commission named to that effect. 

The United States now present to the Commission on behalf of Joseph 
Anderson, jr., a claim, based on said 5 bonds, amounting to 37,250 pesos, 
principal and interest. 

The convention constituting this Commission 5igned at Washington on the 
17th of February, 1903, provides: 

"All claims owned by citizens of the United States against the Republic of Vene
zuela * * * shall be examined and decided by a mixed commission," etc. 

Claims owned when? Clearly the object of the convention was to provide 
a method of settlement by arbitration of claims against the Republic of Vene
zuela owned by citizens of the United States at the time of its negotiation. No 
other claims could have been within the contemplation of the high contracting 
parties, and jurisdiction of no other claims is conferred by the convention upon 
the Commission. 

It is neither proved nor even alleged that this claim was owned by a citizen 
of the United States on or prior to February 17, 1903. The claimant Anderson 
did not become the owner of it until.June 18, 1903, if, indeed, from the evidence 
presented here he can rightly be said to be the owner at all. 

The claim is therefore dismissed, without prejudice, for want of jurisdiction. 
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