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46. On August 31, 2007, the IACHR granted precautionary measures in favor of 65 residents 
of the city of La Oroya in Peru. The persons requesting precautionary measures asked that the 
identity of the beneficiaries be kept under seal. The information available indicates that the 
beneficiaries suffer from a series of health problems stemming from high levels of air, soil, and 
water pollution in the community of La Oroya, which are a result of metallic particles released 
by the complex of metallurgical companies established there. From that information it appears 
that the persons affected by the pollution do not have adequate medical care for diagnosis, 
treatment, and prevention. In December 2005 and November 2006, the Commission requested 
information from the State, inter alia: what measures were being adopted to protect the health of 
the population of La Oroya affected by the pollution, in particular in terms of adequate medical 
care and environmental controls at the smelting plants. In addition, the Commission received 
information according to which in May 2006, the Constitutional Court of Peru had decided an 
action alleging failure to act (acción de incumplimiento) against the Ministry of Health and the 
General Bureau for Environmental Health of Peru, requiring the design and implementation of a 
“public health emergency strategy” for the city of La Oroya within 30 days. The Commission 
asked the Peruvian State to adopt the appropriate measures for making a specialized medical 
diagnosis of the beneficiaries, provide specialized and adequate medical treatment for those 
persons whose diagnosis shows that they are at risk of facing irreparable harm to their personal 
integrity or life, and coordinate with the persons requesting the measures and the beneficiaries to 
ensure implementation of the precautionary measures. On March 8, 2006, during its 124th 
regular period of sessions, the Commission held a working meeting that included the 
participation of representatives of the State and the persons requesting the measures. The 
Commission continues to monitor the beneficiaries’ situation. 


