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17. On July 24, 2007, the IACHR granted precautionary measures in favor of José Emery
Alvarez Patifio, Marlene Cisneros, José Gildardo Ortega, José Arcos, Alfredo Quifiones,
Arcediano Pialejo Micolta, Claudio Esterilla Montafio, Gonzalo Caicedo Esterilla, José Rogelio
Montafio, Maritza Caicedo Ordofiez, Marianita Montilla Cobo, Fanny Caicedo, and José Pablo
Estrada Perlaza, all of them leaders of the Council of Black Communities of the Western
Cordillera of Narifio (COPDICONC: Concejo de Comunidades Negras de la Cordillera
Occidental de Narifio). The information available indicates that residents of six communities in
the department of Narifio, and particularly the leaders of COPDICONC, have been victims of
acts of harassment, death threats, and detentions (retenciones) by illegal armed groups and
government forces. It is also alleged that the leaders of COPDICONC are generally subject to
hostile acts by members of both paramilitary and guerrilla groups, who accuse them of
cooperating with the opposing force. The Commission asked the Colombian State to adopt the
measures necessary to protect the life and physical integrity of the beneficiaries, and to report on
the actions taken to investigate judicially the facts that gave rise to the precautionary measures.
The Commission continues to monitor the situation of the beneficiaries.



