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55. On September 22, 2003, the Commission granted precautionary measures on behalf of 
the seven-year-old child known for the purposes of the proceeding as “Michael Roberts” and 
whose real name will be kept under seal to protect his identity. The information available 
indicates that Michael Roberts has been a victim of sexual abuse while at children’s homes under 
the Department of Children and Family Services of Jamaica’s Ministry of Health, and that even 
after the abuse was detected, he was the victim of omissions and negligence for lack of adequate 
treatment. The diagnosis in the record indicates that Michael Roberts suffers from post-traumatic 
stress disorder and that the absence of adequate medical treatment tends to give rise to behavior 
such as sexual aggression directed at other children. After completing a preliminary stage in 
which it sought information from the State on the child’s condition, and in view of the risk to his 
health, the Commission asked the Jamaican State to adopt the measures needed to protect the 
physical, psychological, and moral health of Michael Roberts, including specialized medical 
treatment. In response the State indicated that the beneficiary was receiving specialized medical 
treatment and asked that the precautionary measures be lifted. On November 17, 2003, the 
Commission reaffirmed the precautionary measures and requested additional information on the 
medical condition of the beneficiary, and the treatment he was receiving. 


