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39. On March 18, 2003, the Commission granted precautionary measures on behalf of María 
de los Ángeles Monzón Paredes, a Guatemalan journalist who has done crucial work on issues 
related to the observance and protection of human rights, and of her family. The information 
available indicates that she has received threats in the wake of publishing articles on the situation 
of the Azmitia Dorantes family–the petitioner in a case before the IACHR–and the assassination 
of indigenous leader Antonio Pop. In addition, in the early morning hours of March 2, 2003, 
unknown persons entered her home, checked her vehicles, and removed property of hers, 
allegedly to make it look like a robbery. In view of the risk to which the beneficiaries are 
exposed, the Commission asked the Guatemalan State to adopt the measures needed to protect 
the life, personal integrity, and freedom of expression of María de los Ángeles Monzón Paredes 
and to investigate the threats against her. In response, the State reported on the implementation 
of perimeter security measures for her and her family. Later, the IACHR learned that Ms. 
Monzón had continued receiving death threats. 


